Athlete Profile (National)

Scot Severn — From Michigan to Omaha to Beijing

For the fifth straight year, the National Veterans Wheelchair Games are an
integral part of Scot Severn’s regime to stay fit and competitive in sports events. His :
hard work and dedication is paying off: Severn, a disabled Army veteran from Caro, Mich., has made it onto the U.S.
Paralympic Team going to Beijing this summer. Severn was injured by lightning that struck him as he worked on base in
1989. The bolt caused his quadriplegia; it did not, however, strike down his will to live or diminish his competitive spirit.

Severn and his wife, Brenda, not only keep busy with the activities associated with raising three young
children, the family also makes frequent road trips with his local quad rugby wheelchair team — the Michigan Storm.
“This past year has been good,” Severn says. “My rugby team won four tournaments including the Heartland North
Regional Championship. We took second place at the Heartland Sectional Tournament and moved on to Division 1 at
the U.S. Quad Rugby Association National Championships for the first time in our team’s history.” At that competition,
Severn’s team lost a heartbreaker to fellow National Veterans Wheelchair Games competitor, Ryan Lindstom’s
Tampa team by one point in overtime. “Ryan and | will hopefully go head to head again this year in Omaha so | can
get a little redemption,” Severn says. “That competitive spirit is what keeps me coming back to the Games each year.
| enjoy seeing my friends, and at the Games there are no enemies when we compete, just rivals.”

Though Severn, 39, who lives in Caro, Michigan, spends much of his time enjoying the challenge of
competitive sports, another passion is making sure that living life in a wheelchair isn’t restricted by unnecessary
obstacles. He is part of a council for Michigan’s Department of Natural Resources (DNR) in which he works on
issues important to persons with disabilities. Through that involvement, the Michigan legislature will consider this
summer a new law that could change the definition of a power vehicle for hunting purposes. “Current law considers
power wheelchairs and electric golf carts as power vehicles,” says Severn. “So under current law hunters with
disabilities cannot carry an uncased weapon on their electric wheelchair. We're confident this new law will move
forward and clarify the definition of a power vehicle, so hunters with disabilities will be able to enjoy the pleasures of
hunting within the confines of the law.” Severn also serves as sports director for the Michigan Paralyzed Veterans
of America (PVA) and sits on the state PVA chapter’s board of directors.

Severn served in the Army from 1985-89 and is a graduate of Saginaw Valley State University. He receives
care at the VA medical facility in Saginaw, Michigan. He attended his first National Veterans Wheelchair Games in
2004 and has collected an array of medals in numerous events through the years. At the 2008 Games in Omaha this

July, he plans to compete in swimming, air guns, discus, bowling and, of course, his favorite sport — quad rugby.
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