Athlete Profile (National)

Wayne Miller — Inspiring Young Veterans

Although Wayne Miller won'’t be participating in as many events this year due
to a shoulder injury, it is still important for him to come to the National Veterans
Wheelchair Games. Miller says, “I want to be there for the new veterans, and of coarse the kids [attending the
Games Kids Day event].” As the 2003 Spirit of the Games winner, Miller, now 58, continues to personify the best
qualities of a wheelchair athlete. As one of the more experienced athletes at the Wheelchair Games, Miller's
leadership, drive and competitive spirit always endear him to the other competitors at this annual event.

The son of a combat-injured WWII veteran, Miller enlisted in the Marines when he was only 17. He turned
18 in boot camp, was assigned to combat duty and was in a military hospital by his 19" birthday, severely
wounded, resulting in the amputation of his left leg above the knee and multiple shrapnel wounds to his body. The
date was July 4, 1969. Since then, Independence Day has held a very special meaning to him.

Miller always looks forward to the camaraderie of the Games and the opportunity to mentor newcomers.
He has attended the National Veterans Wheelchair Games since 1995 and says that the Games helped him
realize he could do anything he put his mind to. He was so inspired after his first experience, he completed the
grueling 26.6 mile Marine Corps marathon the following year. “| know | have something to give, and if | can have
just one person take what | have and use it to benefit themselves, I've done my job,” he said.

A supervisory social worker at the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) Vet Center in Silver Springs,
Maryland, Miller serves as a team leader and counsels returning war veterans every day, helping them deal with
substance abuse, Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder, bereavement, and martial, family and employment problems.
He has worked for VA for 20 years and readily admits, “If it hadn’t been for VA, | would not be alive today. They
gave me my life back.” He credits his being able to participate each year to his boss at the Vet Center, Dr. Alfonso
Batres. Miller says, “He supports me 100 percent in everything | do, and | can’t thank him enough.”

Miller is one of very few veterans who have participated in all four of VA’s national rehabilitation special
events. As a vocal soloist, he has won several gold medals at the National Veterans Creative Arts Festival and
has just recently cut an album of patriotic songs, from which some of the proceeds will go to helping defray the
costs for other disabled veterans to compete in the Wheelchair Games. He also attends the National Disabled
Veterans Winter Sports Clinic and when he turned 55 in 2006, he began competing in the National Veterans
Golden Age Games as well. “I plan to continue until | can’t compete anymore,” he says.

Leading by example and showing others that you can do anything you put your mind to, no matter what

disability you may have, is the message Wayne Miller hopes young veterans will get from the Games this year.
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