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Department of Veterans Affairs   VHA DIRECTIVE 10-93-071 

Veterans Health Administration 

Washington, DC  20420   June 17, 1993 

 

 

TO: Regional Directors; Directors, VA Medical Center Activities, 

Domiciliary, Outpatient Clinics, Regional Offices with Outpatient 

Clinics 

 

SUBJ: PM&RS (Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation Service) Name Change 

 

 

1.  PURPOSE:  The purpose of this VHA (Veterans Health Administration) 

directive is to provide instructions relating to a change in title from RMS 

(Rehabilitation Medicine Service) to PM&RS.  This directive will be 

incorporated into manual M-2, part VIII. 

 

2.  BACKGROUND 

 

 a.  Prior to 1973, the formal designation of the current RMS was PM&RS.  

This title, which had been utilized by VA (Department of Veterans Affairs) 

since 1948, reflected the official name of the medical specialty, the ABMS 

(American Board of Medical Specialists) specialty board, as well as the 

affiliated medical school departments.  In 1973, in an effort to "expand the 

parameters of this medical program," the name was changed to RMS. 

 

 b.  The new title went generally unappreciated by leaders in the field whose 

training, experience and background were identified as "physiatry," a 

universally recognized medical specialty.  There is now a strong need to 

support the many advances in technology, medical knowledge, and national 

interest in the field of physical rehabilitation to again assume the specific 

title for which this specialty is best known and recognized. 

 

 c.  The need to maintain the reputation and credibility of the VA Physical 

Medicine and Rehabilitation Program should not be compromised by naming 

physicians who are not board-certified physiatrists to head those programs in 

field health care facilities. 

 

3.  POLICY:  Clinical designation of a service in VA Central Office and field 

facilities will correspond as clearly as possible with the designation of its 

counterpart in academia, the private sector and the international medical 

community.  Renaming the RMS in VA will provide the correct designation of the 

types and kinds of services with which this service has been associated, as 

well as maintaining a consistency for all non-VA correspondence with 

inspection/accreditation bodies and professional organizations in physical 

medicine and rehabilitation. 

 

4.  ACTION 

 

 a.  On or after June 17, 1993, all full-time  permanent Chiefs of PM&RS will 

be board-certified physiatrists. 

 

 b.  Any individual who is not board certified and currently serving as a 

field chief of PM&RS may continue in that capacity.  Facilities wishing to 

nominate for appointment non-Board certified physiatrists to Chief of PM&RS 

must request a waiver from the Associate Deputy Chief Medical Director (11).  

These requests should be forwarded through the Regional Director (13 /PM&RS 

(117B). 



 

 

THIS VHA DIRECTIVE EXPIRES JUNE 17, 1994 

 

5.  REFERENCES:  None. 

 

6.  FOLLOW-UP RESPONSIBILITY:  Director, Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation 

Service (117B). 

 

7.  RESCISSIONS: This VHA directive will expire June 17, 1994. 

 

   Signed 6/17/93 C. Wayne Hawkins   

   for 

 

   James W. Holsinger, Jr., M.D. 

   Under Secretary for Health 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION: CO: E-mailed 6/18/93 

 FLD: RD, MA, DO, OC, OCRO and 200 - FAX 6/18/93 

 EX: Boxes 104, 88, 63, 60, 54, 52, 47 and 44 - FAX 6/18/93 
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