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IMPLEMENTATION OF NEW NATIONAL CLINICAL REMINDER, THE “AFGHAN
AND IRAQ POST-DEPLOYMENT SCREEN”

1. PURPOSE: This Veterans Health Administration (VHA) Directive establishes policy and
procedures for implementing a new national clinical reminder in the Computerized Patient
Record System (CPRS) called the “Afghan and Iraq Post-Deployment Screen.”

2. BACKGROUND

a. Shortly after September 11, 2001, military personnel began deploying to Afghanistan. In
late 2002, additional military personnel were deployed to Irag. Operation Enduring Freedom in
Afghanistan and Operation Iragi Freedom have produced a new generation of veterans who are
at increased risk of both medical and psychological illnesses due to complex deployment-related
exposures. It is therefore important to screen these war veterans for unique health threats.

b. Automatic clinical reminders are an ideal approach to ensure targeted health care to the
veterans of these recent conflicts. There are a number of benefits to creating nationally
mandated clinical reminders. National reminders help standardize health care and ensure that
experts have input into how clinical care is delivered. Furthermore, national reminders facilitate
system-wide assessment of performance and quality of care.

c. Itis VHA policy to provide the highest quality health care possible to veterans of recent
conflicts in Afghanistan and Irag. As these veterans who served in combat support or direct
combat against a hostile force experience unique health threats due to both environmental
exposures and psychological stressors, specialized clinical evaluation is needed to ensure that all
deployment-related health problems are diagnosed and treated appropriately.

d. The “Afghan and Iraq Post-Deployment Screen” should satisfy current clinical reminders
for depression, alcohol abuse, and Post-traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) until the scheduled
interval lapses for re-administration of these reminders. Sites need to evaluate compliance with
this reminder using reminder reporting functions and establish additional implementation efforts,
when appropriate. Similar local reminders for post-deployment screening are to be replaced by
this national reminder. In order to standardize the clinical evaluation of veterans of the conflicts
in Iraq and Afghanistan, local customization of the reminder is not possible.

3. POLICY: Itis VHA policy that each VA medical facility install PXRM*1.5*21 which
implements the “Afghan and Iraq Post-Deployment Screen.”

4. ACTION: Each medical facility Director is responsible for ensuring that:

a. The facility Information Resource Management (IRM) installs patch PXRM*1.5*21,
within 10 days of receipt.
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b. The facility Chief of Staff, or designee, is responsible for:
(1) Effecting implementation of this reminder.

(2) Determining who has the responsibility for completing the reminder dialog in both the
inpatient and outpatient settings.

(3) Ensuring that those users are informed and trained regarding the completion of the
reminder dialog in the appropriate situations.

c. The facility clinical applications staff perform the mapping of local data elements (health
factors) to the national reminder terms and assign the reminder to the CPRS cover sheet for those
users who are expected to complete the information.

5. REFERENCES: Veterans Health Initiative teaching module, “Endemic Infectious Diseases
of Southwest Asia,” found at http://www.va.gov/vhi/

6. FOLLOW-UP RESPONSIBILITY: The Office of Public Health and Environmental
Hazards is responsible for the contents of this directive. Questions about this directive should be
addressed to (202)-273-8579.

7. RESCISSIONS: None. This VHA Directive expires April 30, 2009.

S/ Art Hamerschlag for
Jonathan B. Perlin, MD, PhD, MSHA, FACP
Acting Under Secretary for Health
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