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UNIFORM DATA MANAGEMENT REQUIREMENTS FOR VA DIALYSIS SITES

1.  PURPOSE:  This Veterans Health Administration (VHA) Directive clarifies the
responsibilities of each facility providing dialysis services for participation in the United
States Renal Data System (USRDS).

2.  BACKGROUND

a.  On November 29, 1989, VHA Circular 10-89-122 provided field dialysis and
transplant facilities with instructions for participation in the reporting of data to the
USRDS; this circular expired in 1990.  Consequently, no formal instruction has existed
for VHA facilities providing maintenance dialysis, renal transplant services, and post-
transplant follow-up services with respect to USRDS participation.  In addition, regional
variation exists in data submitted to the End Stage Renal Disease (ESRD) Networks. 

b.  Therefore, personnel in each Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) facility
assigned to the Dialysis Program are responsible for correctly collating and reporting
their program’s data to their local ESRD Network office.  Reporting includes the
completion of required forms (see Attachment A) consistent with the ESRD Instruction
Manual for Renal Providers, and timely transmittal of all the completed, required forms
provided by the Health Care Financing Administration (HCFA) according to the
reporting schedule of the ESRD Network.

c.  HCFA contracts with eighteen ESRD Network Organizations throughout the
United States to review and analyze the data.  ESRD Networks perform oversight
activities and compare performance of dialysis sites to ensure the appropriateness of
services and protection for patients with ESRD.

d.  All VA Dialysis Program sites receive assistance and support from the ESRD
Network.  Particular emphasis is placed on review and analysis of VA’s performance in
the ESRD Clinical Performance Measures (CPM) Project, an initiative designed to
provide information to all stakeholders to conduct quality improvement initiatives and
activities.

e.  VHA Headquarters receives an annual nationwide report on how VA ESRD
sites compare to non-VA ESRD sites, and forwards this report to each Veterans
Integrated Service Network (VISN) office.

3.  POLICY:  It is VHA policy to fully comply with the data collection and submission



requirements of HCFA for patients with ESRD according to the procedures established
by the ESRD Network Organizations.

4.  ACTION

a.  The Chief of the Dialysis Unit has the ultimate responsibility for:
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(1)  Contacting the appropriate ESRD Network Organization (see Att. B) and obtaining
the required forms (see Att. A). 

(2)  Ensuring that reporting is performed when required by the ESRD Network.

(3)  Correcting and resolving discrepancies in data before they are reported to the
ESRD Network Office. 

(4)  Training all VA personnel responsible for recording and compiling VA data
required by the ESRD Network.

b.  After receipt of complete data sets received from VA sites, the ESRD Network
provides VA with facility-specific reports to allow it to compare its medical care
performance with the rest of the provider community. 

NOTE:  Title 38 United States Code (U.S.C.) § 7332 bars VA from releasing any
information identifying a living or deceased patient as being treated by VA for sickle cell
anemia, Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) infection, alcohol abuse or drug abuse,
without the prior special written consent of the patient (a properly completed VA Form
10-5345, Request for and Consent to Release of Medical Records Protected by 38 U.S.C.
7332, satisfies the required elements of a special written consent, which are enumerated
at Title 38 Code of Federal Regulations § 1.45).  If a patient whose death is imminent is
no longer able to provide such consent, VA cannot release any Section 7332 information
pertaining to that patient.

5.  REFERENCES:  None.

6.  FOLLOW-UP RESPONSIBILITY:  The Office for Renal Diseases, Acute Care
Strategic Healthcare Group (111) is responsible for the contents of this directive.
Information regarding VA’s mandated participation in this essential quality improvement
activity can be obtained from the Office for Renal Diseases, Acute Care Strategic
Healthcare Group Program, Department of Veterans Affairs, Veterans Health
Administration, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420; or by calling 202-
273-8490.

7.  RESCISSION:  None.  This VHA Directive expires April 30, 2006.



S/ Dennis H. Smith for

Thomas L. Garthwaite, M.D.

Under Secretary for Health

DISTRIBUTION:
CO:
E-mailed 4/24/2001

FLD:
VISN, MA, DO, OC, OCRO, and 200 – E-mailed  4/24/2001

ATTACHMENT A

DATA REQUIRED FROM VA DIALYSIS SITES BY
END STAGE RENAL DISEASE (ESRD) NETWORKS

  The following forms are required by the ESRD Networks:

1.  Health Care Financing Administration (HCFA) Form 2728-U3 (6-97), End Stage
Renal Disease Medical Evidence Report, Medicare Entitlement and/or Patient
Registration.  This form is completed for all new patients within 45 days of either
beginning a regular course of renal dialysis or receiving a kidney transplant.

2.  HCFA Form 2746-U3 (8-96), ESRD Death Notification.  This form is completed
within 30 days for all ESRD patients who die.

3.  HCFA Form 2744 (11-88),  ESRD Medical Information System ESRD Facility
Survey.  This form is completed annually to report the number of dialysis patients and the
number of transplants performed.

4.  HCFA Form 820, In-Center Hemodialysis (HD) Clinical Performance Measures Data
Collection Form.  Currently this information is collected on a random sample basis;
however, it is expected that it will be collected on all patients beginning in 2001.

5.  HCFA Form 821, Peritoneal Dialysis (PD) Clinical Performance Measures Data



Collection Form.  Currently this information is collected on a random sample basis;
however, it is expected that it will be collected on all patients beginning in 2001.

6.  Centers for Disease Prevention and Control (CDC ) Form 53.7 (10/99) National
Surveillance of Dialysis-Associated Diseases.  While HCFA is not the owner or collector
of this data, the CDC is assisted by the ESRD Networks who distribute this form to all
dialysis facilities in the United States.

ATTACHMENT B

LIST OF END STAGE RENAL DISEASE (ESRD) NETWORK PROVIDERS

Network 1
ESRD NW  of New England
PO Box 9484
New Haven, CT  06534
Phone:   203-387-9332
Fax:  203-389-9902
Email:  
 HYPERLINK "mailto:info@nwl.esrd.net" 
info@nwl.esrd.net
 
(CT, ME, MA, NH, RI, VT)

Network 6
Southeastern Kidney Council
1000 St. Albans Drive #270
Raleigh, NC  27609
Phone: 919-788-8112
Fax: 919-788-9399
Email:  
 HYPERLINK "mailto:info@nw6.esrd.net" 
info@nw6.esrd.net
 
(GA, NC, SC)

Network 13
ESRD NW Organization #13
6600 N Meridian Ave, Suite 155
Oklahoma City, OK  73116-1411
Phone: 405-843-8688
Fax: 405-842-4097
Email:  
 HYPERLINK "mailto:pphilliber@nw13.esrd.net" 
pphilliber@nw13.esrd.net
 



(AR, LA, OK)

Network 2
ESRD NW of New York
1249 Fifth Avenue, A-419
New York, NY  10029
Phone:  212-289-4524
Fax:  212-289-4732
Email:  
 HYPERLINK "mailto:grasmussen@nw2.esrd.net" 
grasmussen@nw2.esrd.net
(NY)

Network 7
ESRD Network of Florida
One Davis Boulevard, Suite 304
Tampa, FL  33606
Phone: 813-251-8686
Fax: 813-251-3744
Email:  
 HYPERLINK "mailto:smoutsatsos@nw7.esrd.net" 
smoutsatsos@nw7.esrd.net
 
(FL)

Network 14
ESRD Network of Texas
14114 Dallas Pkwy, Suite 660
Dallas, TX  75240-4349
Phone:  972-503-3215
Fax: 972-503-3219
Email: 
 HYPERLINK "mailto:gharbert@nw14.esrd.net" 
gharbert@nw14.esrd.net
 
(TX)

Network 3
Trans-Atlantic Renal Council
Cranbury Gates Office Park
109 South Main Street, Suite 21
Cranbury, NJ  08512
Phone:  609-490-0310
Fax:  609-490-0835



Email:  
 HYPERLINK "mailto:jsolanchick@nw3.esrd.net" 
jsolanchick@nw3.esrd.net
(NJ, PR, VI)

Network 8
Network 8, Inc.
PO Box 55868
Jackson, MS  39296-5868
Phone:  601-936-9260
Fax: 601-932-4446
Email: 
 HYPERLINK mailto:jfuller@nw8.esrd.net 
jfuller@nw8.esrd.net
 
(AL, MS, TN)

Network 15
Intermountain ESRD Network
1301 Pennsylvania Street,
Suite 750
Denver, CO  80203-5012
Phone: 303-831-8818
Fax: 303-860-8392
Email:  
 HYPERLINK "mailto:sstiles@nw15.esrd.net" 
sstiles@nw15.esrd.net
 
(AZ, CO, NV, NM, UT, WY)

Network 4
ESRD NW Organization #4
UPMC Health System
200 Lothrop Street
Pittsburgh, PA  15213-2582
Phone:  412-647-3428
Fax:  412-683-6814
Email:  
 HYPERLINK "mailto:bfreed@nw4.esrd.net" 
bfreed@nw4.esrd.net
(DE, PA)

Networks 9 and 10
The Renal Network



911 East 86th,  Suite 202
Indianapolis, IN  46240
Phone: 317-257-8265
Fax: 317-257-8291
Email:   
 HYPERLINK "mailto:sstark@nw10.esrd.net" 
sstark@nw10.esrd.net
 
(IL, IN, KY, OH)

Network 16
Northwest Renal Network
4702 42nd Avenue, SW
Seattle, WA  98116
Phone:  206-923-0714
Fax: 206-923-O7l6
Email:  
 HYPERLINK "mailto:info@nw16.esrd.net" 
info@nw16.esrd.net
 
(AK, ID, MT, OR, WA)

Network 5
Mid-Atlantic Renal Coalition
1527 Huguenot Road
Midlothian, VA  23113
Phone:  804-794-3757
Fax:  804-794-3793
Email:  
 HYPERLINK mailto:marc@nw5.esrd.net 
marc@nw5.esrd.net
 
(DC, MD, VA, WV)

Network 11
Renal Network of the Upper Midwest, Inc.
970 Raymond Avenue #205
St. Paul, MN  55114
Phone: 651-644-9877
Fax: 651-644-9853
Email:  
 HYPERLINK mailto:nw11@nw11.esrd.net 
nw11@nw11.esrd.net
 



(MI, MN, ND, SD, WI)

Network 17
TransPacific  Renal Network
25 Mitchell Boulevard, Suite 7
San Rafael, CA  94903
Phone:  415-472-8590
Fax:  415-472-8594
Email:  
 HYPERLINK "mailto:asukolsky@nw17.esrd.net" 
asukolsky@nw17.esrd.net
  (AS, GU, Mariana Isl., HI, N CA)

Network 12
ESRD Network #12
Northpointe Cir. II, Suite 230
7505 NW Tiffany Springs Pkwy
Kansas City, MO  64155
Phone:  816-880-9990
Fax:  816-880-9088
Email:  
 HYPERLINK "mailto:ltaylor@nw12.esrd.net" 
ltaylor@nw12.esrd.net
 
(IA, KS, MO, NE)

Network 18
Southern California Renal Disease
Council
6255 Sunset Boulevard, 
Suite 2211
Los Angeles, CA  90028
Phone:  323-962-2020
Fax:  323-962-2891
Email:  
 HYPERLINK "mailto:dmarsh@nw18.esrd.net" 
dmarsh@nw18.esrd.net
 
(Southern California)
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