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CHAPTER 25. ESTABLI SHMVENT OF NEW PHYSI Cl AN- DI RECTED, PATI ENT CARE SERVI CES
25.01. POLICY

The VA Organi zati on Manual M 00-1, prescribes ordinary patient care services for VA
nmedi cal facilities and provides that "only services required to carry out the m ssion of
facilities will be provided for in the organization. Services nay be consolidated and
addi tional services may be established when authorized and directed by the Chief Medica
Director."
25.02 CRITER A

The criteria as described below are to be used for evaluating any recomendation for
the establishment of a patient care service requiring a physician chief that is not
covered in VA Organi zati on Manual M 00-1, part X

a. Mndatory Requirenents

(1) The physician proposed to be chief of the service, nmust be enployed by the VA at
| east seven-eighths time, and be board certified or its equival ent.

(2) The service must have a m nimumof two full-time enpl oynent equival ent physicians.

(3) Provision has been nmade to assure physician coverage for the service 24 hours a
day, 7 days a week.

(4) Where beds are required for patient care, the proposed service nust be assured of
assignment of at |east 10 beds.

(5) The facility nust be affiliated with a medical school

(a) The counterpart specialty at the medical school nust have departmental status with
t he exception of Spinal Cord Injury.

(b) An approved and fully integrated residency program must exist in that specialty
with the exception of Spinal Cord Injury.

(c) The proposed service chief shall have the rank of Associate Professor (or clinica
equi val ent) or higher

b. Desirable Features
(1) Al'l physicians assigned to the proposed service shall have faculty appoi ntnents.

(2) The physician staff of the proposed service shall be engaged in relevant research
prograns.
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