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Department of Veterans Affairs 
M-2, Part XIV 
Veterans Health Administration 
Washington, DC  20420 
November 17, 1993 
 
 
1.  Transmitted are two new chapters to Department of Veterans Affairs, 
Veterans Health Administration Manual M-2, "Clinica l Programs," Part XIV, 
"Surgical Service," Chapter 11, "Gender Reorientati on (Sex Change)," and 
Chapter 12, "Plastic Reconstructive Surgery." 
 
2.  The principal purpose is to establish policy fo r the following specific 
procedures: 
 
 
a.  Chapter 11:  Gender Reorientation (Sex Change).  
 
 
b.  Chapter 12:  Plastic Reconstructive Surgery. 
 
 
3.  Filing Instructions 
 
 
 
Remove pages 
Insert Pages 
 
  
 
iii through vi 
iii through vi 
 
 
 
11i through 11-ii 
 
 
 
11-1 
 
 
 
12-i through 12-ii 
 
 
 
12-1 
 
 
4.  RESCISSIONS:  Circular 10-91-083, Supplement No . 1; and Circular 10-84-124. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
S/ 11/17/93 by Dennis Smith for 
 
 
 
John T. Farrar, M.D. 
 
 
 
Acting Under Secretary for Health 
 
 
Distribution:  RPC  1072 is assigned 
FD 
 
 
Printing Date:  11/93 



 
 

RESCISSIONS 
 
 
This manual rescinds the following material. 
 
 
1.  COMPLETE RESCISSIONS 
 
 
a.  Manuals 
 
 
M-2, part XIV, chapter 5, change 14, dated May 31, 1967. 
 
 
b.  Interim Issues 
 
 
II 10-177 
 
II 10-66-47 
 
II 10-77-42 
 
 
c.  Circulars 
 
 
10-62-81 
 
10-64-178 
 
10-84-124 
 
10-91-083 
 
 
d.  Regulations and Procedure 
 
 
6210 
 
6371 
 
6808(A) 
 
 
e.  Technical Bulletins 
 
 
TB 10A-96 
 
TB 10A-106 
 
TB 10A-182 
 
TB 10A-309 
 



TB 10A-345 
 
 
f.  All-Station Letters and/or Other Communications  
 
 
     Date 
              Subject 
  
March 8, 1949 
Administering of Spinal Anesthetics by Nurse Anesth etists 
 
September 18, 1951 
Recovery Rooms 
 
June 19, 1953 
Administering Spinal Anesthetics; Use and Abuse of CO2 
 
2.  PARTIAL RESCISSIONS 
 
 
a.  Manuals 
 
 
Pars. 111, 112, and 114, chart XXXII and figs. 81, 83, and 84, M10-6. 



 
RESCISSIONS--Continued 

 
 
 
b.  Circulars 
 
 
Par. 4, sec. II,t Cir. 291, 1946 
 
 
c.  Technical Bulletins 
 
 
TB 10A-272 (insofar as consent for surgery is conce rned) 
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CHAPTER 12.  PLASTIC RECONSTRUCTIVE SURGERY 
 
12.01  PURPOSE 
 
 
This chapter establishes policy for conducting plas tic reconstructive surgery. 
 
12.02  POLICY 
 
 
It is Veterans Health Administration (VHA) policy t hat plastic reconstructive 
surgery will be performed only for the purpose of i mproving patients' physical 
or mental health.  Under no circumstances will such  surgery be undertaken 
exclusively for cosmetic purposes.  Plastic reconst ructive surgery consists of 
those surgical procedures performed for the revisio n of external bodily 
structures which deviate from the normal either fro m congenital or acquired 
causes. 
 
12.03  PROCEDURE 
 
 
Each Region will ensure that capability exists for providing plastic and 
reconstructive surgical procedures for patients wit hin the Region.  The 
Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) Central Office Surgical Service will 
maintain a list of all VA medical centers with the necessary capability to 
serve as referral centers from other facilities for  plastic reconstructive 
surgical procedures.  This list will be updated per iodically and made available 
to all medical centers. 
 


