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Serving Those Who Served
VA Stars & Stripes Healthcare Network
CARES UPDATE #4

Dear Friends of the VA Stars & Stripes Healthcare Network:

This is an update on the status of the CARES planning initiative in the VA Stars & Stripes Healthcare Network (VISN 4).   

Step 3 of the 9-step CARES planning process is now underway.  In this phase, members of VA’s headquarters and field staffs are analyzing the CARES data gathered in Step 2 to determine what gaps exist between existing VA capabilities (i.e., supply) and the projected future demand for VA health care services.  In addition, they are considering other matters including use and availability of space at VA health care facilities, opportunities for partnerships with the Department of Defense and other VA administrations (e.g., the Veterans Benefits Administration), emergency preparedness, and the future need/location of specialty referral services, such as blind rehabilitation and spinal cord injury care.

Once this process is completed, “Planning Initiatives” will be identified for each CARES Market Area, including the two within the VA Stars & Stripes Healthcare Network.  These Planning Initiatives will identify any gaps or other issues that must be addressed.  

Note that the Planning Initiatives will be stated in general terms.  Also, they will not specifically indicate what course of action needs to be taken by a given Network; rather each Network will have to come up with specific options to address the Planning Initiatives for its Market Areas.  These options will be developed after considering input from various stakeholder groups.  

We will let you know what the Planning Initiatives are for our Market Areas shortly after they are identified.  At that point, we will begin the all-important effort of soliciting your feedback to help us address them… and, in turn, to help us improve health care services to our veterans for many years to come.

Sincerely,

Lawrence A. Biro

Network Director

VA Stars & Stripes Healthcare Network (VISN 4)
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