CARES UPDATE #3

Dear Friends of the VA Stars & Stripes Healthcare Network:

This is an update on the status of the CARES planning initiative in the VA Stars & Stripes Healthcare Network (VISN 4).   

Step 2 of the 9-step CARES planning process is now underway.  In this phase, data is being gathered on the projected veteran population over the next 10-20 years and the anticipated health care use and needs of veterans during this time frame. The special needs of veterans-- such as blind rehabilitation and spinal cord injury care-- will be factored in to this analysis.  All of this information will be used to forecast the demand for VA health care through 2022.  

Along with estimating the future demand for VA health care, information is being obtained during Step 2 on the current locations of and access to VA health care facilities, their sizes, and the services they offer.  Once this information has been gathered, it will be compared with the projections on VA health care demand.  This comparison will be used to help identify any significant gaps between existing VA capabilities (i.e., supply) and the projected future demand on the VA health care system.  

The “gap analysis” referred to above will set the stage for Step 3 of CARES.  You can expect another update from me shortly that will discuss that step. 

Sincerely,

Lawrence A. Biro

Network Director

VA Stars & Stripes Healthcare Network (VISN 4)

