


CARES UPDATE #11

Dear Friends of the VA Stars & Stripes Healthcare Network:

This is to advise you that our network recently submitted its Draft Market Plans to VA Central Office.  These Draft Market Plans include proposed responses to the CARES Planning Initiatives (PIs) that were identified for our VISN.  The proposed PI responses factor in the input received from our stakeholders since the CARES process began last summer.  

You can access our Draft Market Plans, as well as those of the other 19 VISNs involved in this cycle of the CARES process, through the CARES page on our Web site, www.starsandstripes.med.va.gov  

Having submitted this information, we have completed Step 4 of the CARES planning process.  Now that CARES Step 4 is completed, Step 5 of the process is underway.  During this step, our Draft Market Plans-- and those of the other 19 VISNs involved in this cycle of the CARES planning process-- are undergoing an in-depth review and assessment at our VA Central Office.  This is necessary to assure the proposals submitted by the VISNs have provided comprehensive and supportable responses to the PIs they were asked to address.  We will provide you with more information about Step 5 in an upcoming update, including where you can address any future CARES comments you may have.

Thank you for all the support you have given us throughout the CARES process, including in helping us develop our Draft Market Plans and proposed PI responses.

Sincerely,

Lawrence A. Biro

Network Director
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