



CARES UPDATE #14

Dear Friends of the VA Stars & Stripes Healthcare Network: 

As I mentioned in my last update (#13), the independent CARES Commission is now reviewing VA’s Draft National CARES Plan (DNCP).  As part of that review, the Commission is holding public hearings around the country.  There will be two hearings within VISN 4, one in each of our Market Areas (Eastern and Western).  During these hearings, VISN 4 leadership will present oral testimony about the DNCP as it concerns our network and the specific Market Area involved.  In addition, various stakeholders who were invited by the CARES Commission to testify at the hearings-- including VSO representatives, union leaders, and academic affiliates-- will also present their comments about VISN 4’s components of the DNCP.

The Western Market hearing for our network will be held at the Highland Drive Division of the VA Pittsburgh Healthcare System in Building 8 (Auditorium) on Wednesday, August 27th.  The Eastern Market hearing will take place in Building 5 (Great Hall) of the Coatesville VA Medical Center on Thursday, August 28th.  Both hearings will begin at 10 AM and are expected to run several hours.

Please be advised that, at the hearings, only those witnesses invited by the CARES Commission will be able to provide oral testimony to Commission members.  Representatives from the VA Stars & Stripes Healthcare Network will be on hand before, during, and after each hearing, however, to assist anyone who wishes to submit written comments to the Commission about the DNCP.  Within 10 calendar days after a hearing, individuals can also submit written comments about issues raised during that hearing.  In addition, until October 7, 2003, comments may be submitted about the DNCP during the 60-day period after its publication in the Federal Register.  Comments on issues raised during a hearing or about the DNCP may also be submitted by fax at (202) 501-2196, through the Commission Web site at www.carescommission.va.gov or by writing to:  CARES Commission, [Marked “Comments”], Richard E. Larson, Executive Director, Department of Veterans Affairs (00CARES), 810 Vermont Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20420.

If you need more information about attending the Pittsburgh hearing (e.g., directions or parking), 

please contact Mr. David Cowgill, Public and Community Relations Coordinator, at (412) 688-6224 

or Ms. Cathy Malsch, Administrative Assistant, at (412) 688-6101.  For similar information about 

the Coatesville hearing, please contact Mr. Andrew Pahountis, Director, Community & Congressional 

Affairs, or Ms. Tempie Armstrong, Program Assistant, at (610) 380-4348.

Sincerely, 

Lawrence A. Biro

Network Director
