STRATTON VA MEDICAL CENTER INSTITUTIONAL REVIEW BOARD

IRB MEMBER POLICY

Educational Training:
Initial Training

Institutional Review Board members are required to receive and successfully complete: 

1. VA Human Studies training packet and written test. Two hours of educational credit will be issued upon successful completion of the test. A score of 80% is considered passing or the test must be retaken. 

2. Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA) research training packet and written test. 1 hour of educational credit will be issued upon successful completion of the test. A score of 80% is considered passing or the test must be retaken.

3. Good Clinical Practice (GCP) training for current calendar year – completed online at http://vaww.ees.aac.va.gov for VA employees
https://www.ees-learning.net  for non-VA employees

Educational credit will be issued upon successful completion of the requirement.
4. Informed Consent training packet and written test.  2 hours of educational credit will be issued upon successful completion of the test.  A score of 80% is considered passing or the test must be retaken.

Continuing Education

1. The IRB Chair or designee will present at least 6 educational topics annually at the Institutional Review Board meeting.

2. Members will receive a copy of the bi-monthly publication “IRB Ethics & Human Research”.
3. Good Clinical Practice (GCP) annual training for current calendar year – completed online at http://vaww.ees.aac.va.gov for VA employees
https://www.ees-learning.net for non-VA employees
Educational credit will be issued upon successful completion of the requirement.

Attendance:

*All members are required to attend at least 6 out of 12 Subcommittee meetings per calendar year.  If a member cannot attend a meeting, the member should notify the Research Office at least 2 weeks in advance of the meeting date.  The Research Office will assume that the member will be in attendance otherwise.  It is understood that last minute emergencies will occur and it is important that the board member contact the Research Office immediately to notify them of their unexpected absence.

Primary reviewers are responsible for distributing copies of their primary reviewer forms to the board members before or at the meeting.  If a primary reviewer is unable to attend a meeting due to an emergency, the reviewer should contact the Research Office immediately to make arrangements for distribution of their primary reviewer forms.

*Per the Memorandum of Understanding with VAMC Bath, the Bath representative will attend 6 out of 12 Subcommittee meetings per year and be physically present at 25% of the meetings.  The Bath representative must be present at the IRB meeting and not have a conflict of interest if a protocol from Bath is to be reviewed.  Presence may be via teleconference.  There can be an alternate member from Bath who must be officially appointed and listed as an alternate on the IRB membership roster.  The alternate will substitute as the representative for Bath when the primary representative has a conflict of interest or is unavailable to attend a meeting.
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