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Research Service Newsletter

March 2003

Research Service Publishes Bi-monthly News Letter:  

The Stratton VA Research Service will begin publishing a bi-monthly newsletter this month.  It will include updated information from the administrative office, recently published articles/manuscripts and funded projects, upcoming events, and funding opportunities as well as other pertinent information.

News from the research administrative office:
William Ritz has been making the rounds checking labs for compliance with the latest saftey inspection. Items of major concern are labeling of refrigerators and freezers, proper chemical storage and disposal, and the physical integrity of the labs (ceiling tiles, windows, floor etc.) 

Budget news: On February 13, Congress completed the FY 2003 appropriations bill and sent it to President Bush for his signature. Details of the spending package that funds all domestic discretionary programs are slowly becoming available. VA research will receive $400 million for FY 2003, a very satisfactory $29 million (7.8%) increase over the previous year and $16 million more than originally proposed by the Bush administration. Additionally, the measure restores the civil service pay raise to 4.1% and makes it retroactive to 1/1/03. 
Science News:

Funding: CONGRATULATIONS to the following awardees of VA Research Incentive Fund monies: 

Alma Birnboim, Ph.D., G. Chikkappa, M.D., James Estes, Ph.D., Jean-Paul Hafner, M.D., Arnold Johnson, Ph.D., Arnulf Koeppen, M.D.,  Michael Krastins, M.D., David Lincoln, Ph.D., Badar Mian, M.D., Patricia Phillips, Ph.D., Joseph Sacco, M.D., Raymond Smith, M.D.

Recent Publications: 

Bove, K., Lincoln D., Wood, P.A., Hrushesky, W.J. Fertility cycle influence on surgical breast cancer cure. Breast Cancer Res. Treatment 2002, 75(1)65-72.

Siflinger-Birnboim, A. and Johnson, A.  Protein Kinase C modulates pulmonary endothelial permeability: a paradigm for acute lung injury. Am. J Physiol. Lung Cell Mol Physiol  2003 284:L435-L451.

Meetings & Presentations: 

Two members of the Research Service will present data at the Experimental Biology meeting in San Diego, CA in April. 

The presentation titles are: Alpha smooth muscle actin in endothelial cells (EC): characteristics and function by Alma Siflinger-Birnboim, Lynn Selden, Henry Kinosian, Lewis Gershman, James Estes, Sanghee Kim, Natacha DePaola, Kathleen Bove.

Nitric Oxide modulates proteolysis during capillary formation via effects on matrix metalloproteinase /caveolin-1 co-localization in endothelial cells by Patricia Phillips and Linda Birnby.
Science outside the laboratory: 

Patricia Phillips, Ph.D. served as a judge for the Upstate New York Junior Science and Humanities Symposium in February at SUNY. This regional event featured diverse projects by high school students.

Kathleen Bove, Ph.D. served as a judge for the annual science fair held at PS16 in Albany on March 4th.

Submission deadlines: Submission deadlines for upcoming R&D meetings

4/4 for the 4/18 meeting

5/2 for the 5/16 meeting

Upcoming Seminars:   Stratton VAMC (12pm)
3/27 
“Mandatory Animal User Training” –William Stack, DVM

4/3
“Pseudomonas aeruginosa Bacteremia at the Stratton VA Medical Center” - Pravin Deshmukh, MD, Aldona L. Baltch, MD, Geraldine Onor, MD, Ronald Ginsburg, MD, VAMC 
4/10
“Heat Shock Protein, Endotoxin and Cytokine Function” - Min-Fu Tsan, M.D., Ph.D. Director, Mid-Atlantic Regional Office ORCA

Albany Medical Center 

4/10
“Molecular mechanisms for hypoxic pulmonary vasoconstriction” - Dr. David Rodman, Univ of Colorado.  

5/7
“Fatty acid Metabolism” - Dr. James Hamilton,  Boston University

Upcoming Grant Deadlines:

5/14/03
ARMY Breast Cancer IDEA awards 

6/1/03

NIH new R01 submissions

6/21/03
 VA Merit Review

7/1/03 NIH R01 re-submissions

In our next edition…

Look for information regarding the upcoming Research Service Research Day, our spring “Needs Drive” for local Veterans, and important Merit Review deadlines.

If you have information or ideas for our next edition please contact Kathy Bove (x65657) or David Lincoln (x65658) in 625A.
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