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Canceling Grants, VA Research Chief Shakes the System: We have a new chief of Research and Development at VA Headquarters!  Her name is Dr. Nelda Wray and she is making some drastic changes in policy at the VA. If you haven’t already, please read the April 25th edition of Science (Vol 300, pg 574-5).  Her actions are creating quite a stir in the scientific community (www.faseb.org/opar/news/docs/ltr_5x7x3.pdf).  Funding to support basic research at the VA may be in jeopardy! Now more than ever we should give thought to helping each other in our scientific endeavors.  Please try to keep your colleagues informed of any new/unique funding opportunities that you may come across!!

News from the research administrative office: The VA Research Standdown is progressing from March 10 through June 6, 2003.  In order to comply with the directive from Dr. Nelda Wray in VA Headquarters the following documentation must be submitted at this time from anyone doing human studies research to the Research Office (D637) no later than May 30, 2003:

1.Dated CV/Resume

2. Education Verification Form

3. Copy of Current Professional License(s) (if applicable)

4. Transcripts from all institutions of higher learning above the high school level

All individuals involved in Human Studies Research must complete an educational course on Good Clinical Practice (GCP) no later than June 6, 2003.  If you did not attend the GCP Program held at the Century House on May 15, 2003, you are required to do a web-based training course by going to:  http://www.va.gov/resdev/fr/stand_down/default.cfm and click on "Good Clinical Practices".  Individuals who have not completed this course by June 6, 2003 will not be allowed to do Human Studies Research.
Science News:

Goodbye:  The Research Service sadly says goodbye to Larry Lansing, M.D.  He will be starting a fellowship in GEC!  We wish him well (and we hope he’ll be back!).

Hello: Stop by and say hello to 2 new faces in Research. Michael Hogg, Ph.D. is setting up shop in B612 and Ann Larsen, B.S. will be rejoining the Bove/Lincoln lab for the summer in A625.

Congratulations:  Kathleen Bove, Ph.D. has been appointed co-chair of the IACUC Committee.

AAALAC Inspection: Every 3 years our animal research program and facility are inspected for accreditation by AAALAC.  This year these fine folks will visit us on July 1st.  Please do all that you can to ensure that this inspection is a success!!

Recent Publications: 

Smith RP, Baltch AL, Michelsen PB, Ritz WJ, Alteri R. Use of the Microbial Growth Curve in Postantibiotic Effect Studies on Legionella pneumophila. Antimicrobial Agents and Chemotherapy 2003;47(3):1081-1087.

Lincoln D, Phillips PG, Bove K. Estrogen-Induced Capillary Formation in an In Vitro Tumor Angiogenesis Model. Breast Cancer Research and Treatment 2003;78(2):167-178.

Meetings & Presentations: 

The following abstracts will be presented by members of Infectious Disease Research at the Interscience Conference on Antimicrobial Agents and Chemotherapy in May2003.  

Baltch AL, Bopp LH, Smith RP, Ritz WJ, Carlyn CJ, Michelsen PB. Effects of voriconazole, GM-CSF, and Interferon-( on intracellular fluconazole-resistant Candida glabrata and C. Krusei in human monocytes. 

Bopp LH, Baltch AL, Smith RP, Ritz WJ, Michelsen PB. Antifungal effect of voriconazole on intracellular Candida glabrata, Candida krusei and Candida parapsilosis in human monocytes.

Deshmukh PM, Baltch AL, Rafferty ME, Owor G, Ginsburg R, Smith RP. Pseudomonas aeruginosa bacteremia: a 25 year review.

Kathleen Bove, Ph.D. has been invited to speak at the Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Foundation National Meeting in Washington, D.C. on June 9th.
The 2nd Annual Quad meeting of the American Association for Laboratory Animal Science met in Albany on May 14th-15th. Al Durant was involved in the organization of this meeting.  Michelle Meyer, Kathleen Bove, Al Durant and Bill Stack, DVM were in attendance. 

Science outside the laboratory: 

Arnold Johnson, Ph.D. served as a judge for the annual science fair held at PS18 in March.

Kathleen Bove, Ph.D. served as a judge for the Regional Upstate New York Junior Science and Humanities Symposium in April.

Deadlines: 

Submission deadlines for upcoming R&D meetings:

6/6 for the 6/13 meeting

7/3 for the 7/18 meeting

Upcoming Seminars:   Stratton VAMC (12pm)
5/22 
“( Smooth Muscle Actin in Endothelial Cells?!” by Alma Birnboim, Ph.D.

5/29
“Genotyping and Phenotyping for Optimizing Anti-retroviral Therapy in HIV Patients” by Cynthia Carlyn, M.D. 
6/5
“Infection Control Training” – by Aldona Baltch, M.D. and Mary Ellen Rafferty, R.N.

Albany Medical Center 

5/19
 “Modern Biocatalysis as a Powerful Tool in the Discovery of Novel Cyclosporins with Immunosuppressive and Non-Immunosuppressive Properties” by Bruce F. Molino, Ph.D.
Senior Director, Albany Molecular Research, Rensselaer, NY

5/28
 “Glucocorticoids, Blood Pressure Regulation and AMPA Receptor Function” by Debbie Sheuer, Ph.D., Univ. Missouri, Kansas City

6/6
 “Dopamine-Glutamate Interactions in the Control of Appetitive Behaviors” by Ann Kelley, Ph.D., University of Wisconsin

6/11
“The Role of MEF2A in Heart Development and Dilated Cardiomyopath”
Dr. Francisco Naya, Assistant Professor
Dept of Biology, Boston University

Upcoming Grant Deadlines:
6/1/03
NIH new R01 submissions

6/21/03 VA Merit Review

7/1/03 NIH R01 re-submissions

7/31/03 VA Merit Review re-submissions
If you have information or ideas for our next edition please contact Kathy Bove (x65657) or David Lincoln (x65658) in 625A.
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