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From the research administrative office: IRB: The IRB has adopted a new format for their Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs).  They are stand-alone documents, i.e. Initial Review SOP, Continuation Review SOP, Informed Consent SOP. Completed SOPs can be found on the P drive in the SOP folder.

SRS&B:  We are currently seeking 2 non affiliated members to serve on our Biosafety Committee.  If you know of anyone interested in this unique opportunity, please contact Pat Phillips or Bill Ritz.
General: The M-IRB database is one year old at the Stratton VA!  We are still working out bugs with the developer as they come up and have made a lot of wonderful changes.  Some of these changes will assist us in preparing for our National Committee on Quality Assurance (NCQA) accreditation which has been scheduled for April 2005.  A small working group has already been busy reviewing the standards and updating documents.
Hello: The Stratton VA has a new institutional Research Compliance Officer.  Lesa Paulsen-Cortes, PharmD began her new job in March 2004 and will become an ex-officio non-voting member on all the research subcommittees as well as the R&D Committee.  Please welcome her!

Thanks: Thank you for the contributions to the Spring Needs Drive for local veterans. 

Science News:
Recent Publications: 

Kinosian HJ, Selden LA, Gershman LC, and Estes, JE. Non-Muscle Actin Filament Elongation from Complexes of Profilin with Nucleotide-Free Actin and Divalent Cation-Free ATP-Actin, Biochemistry, 2004.

Shih A, Zhang S, Cao HJ, Tang HY, Davis FB, Davis PJ, Lin HY. 2004. Disparate effects of thyroid hormone on actions of epidermal growth factor and transforming growth factor-alpha are mediated by 3',5'-cyclic adenosine 5'-monophosphate-dependent protein kinase II. Endocrinology 145:1708-1717.

Tang HY, Lin HY, Zhang S, Davis FB, Davis PJ. 2004. Thyroid Hormone Causes Mitogen-Activated Protein Kinase-Dependent Phosphorylation of the Nuclear Estrogen Receptor. Endocrinology 2004 Apr 1 [Epub ahead of print]

Meetings & Presentations: 

Abstract presentation at American Association for Cancer Research in Orlando in March. “Placenta Growth Factor and Breast Tumor Angiogenesis”; Lincoln DW, Rager C, Bove K.

The 3rd Annual Quad meeting of the American Association for Laboratory Animal Science will meet in Albany on May 19th-20th. See Al Durant for details or www.aalas.org/quad.

Abstract presentation at the 86th Annual Meeting of The Endocrine Society, New Orleans in June. Lin HY, Davis PJ and Davis FB “Thyroxine Causes Acetylation of the Nuclear Thyroid Hormone Receptor”

Arnulf Koeppen, MD, has been invited to give the presidential symposium of the American Association of Neuropathologists on June 27, 2004, in Cleveland OH. The topic will be "Trinucleotide repeats and the pathogenesis of hereditary ataxia". 

On October 3, 2004, Dr. Arnulf Koeppen will run a VA-sponsored course on "The Science of Myelin" in Toronto. For information please see

http://www.va.gov/visns/visn02/mvac/neuro

Science outside the laboratory: 

Patricia Phillips, Ph.D. and Kathleen Bove, Ph.D. served as judges for the Regional Upstate NY Junior Science and Humanities Symposium in February.

Deadlines: 

Submission deadlines for upcoming R&D meetings:

5/7 for 5/21 meeting

6/4 for 6/18 meeting

Upcoming Seminars:
Stratton VAMC (12pm)
4/15/04 “New Concepts for the Treatment of Tuberculosis: from the test tube to the new patient”  Tawanda Gumbo, MD, ChB; AMC Staff Scientist, Ordway Research Institute, Inc.

4/29/04 “Recent Developments in Imaging Alzheimer’s Disease”, Earl Zimmerman, MD, Chief of Neurology AMC

Albany Medical Center 

4/12/04, 12:00P.M.
AMC Room MS-316 

Yan Zhang, PhD, MD
Research Fellow
Dept of Microbiology & Immunology
Vanderbilt Univ Medical School
"The Role of TRAF2 in the CD4 Memory T Cell Formation and the Recall Response in an Allergic Model"

4/22/04, 10AM
AMC Room ME-700 
Stanley Falkow, Ph.D.
Stanford Univ School of Medicine "Microbial Pathogenesis: A Little Bit of This and A Little Bit of That"
5/3/04, 12:00 PM
AMC Room MS-316 Sandra Ryeom, Ph.D.
Postdoctoral Fellow, Dept of Cell Biology
Harvard Medical School
"The Function of Calcipressin 1 (Adapt78) in the Immune System"
5/17/04, 12:00 PM
AMC Room MS-316 Anuja Ghorpade, Ph.D.
Associate Professor,
Univ of Nebraska Medical Center
"Role of Glial Inflammation in HIV-1-associated Dementia: Implications for Neurodegenerative Disease Mechanisms A"

Upcoming Grant Deadlines:

5/11/04 DOD ARMY Idea Grant 

6/1/04
NIH new R01 submissions

7/1/04 NIH R01 re-submissions

7/15/0 VA Merit Review LOIs due.
Next Staff Meeting  4/15/04, 11:30 AM

If you have information or ideas for our next edition please contact Kathy Bove (x65657) or David Lincoln (x65658) in 625A.
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