Oct.  2004

CDC Guidance for High Risk

· High risk groups are:

· 65 years or older

· Nursing home residents

· Chronic lung or heart disease

· Diabetes

· Kidney disease

· Immune system disorders

· Pregnancy

· Health care workers

Patients must be eligible for treatment through the VA Healthcare System and must be enrolled in the system to receive the flu shot.  

Local Processes:

Syracuse 

· Effective October 12, 2004

· High-risk patients can report to Room C200 on the Second Floor to receive the Flu shot from 0830-1200 and 1300-1530

· If you have a primary care visit scheduled during October or November, your flu shot will be offered at that visit.

Canandaigua

· Flu shot will be by scheduled appt only (Walk in clinics have been cancelled)

· Location for flu shots is 4th floor, building #1, conf. room

· Veterans MUST call Red or Blue Team to schedule an appt.

Buffalo

· Effective Monday (10/18/04) 

· The walk-in flu shot clinic will be held in Room 120E from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through Friday. 

Albany

· The pharmacy has temporarily run out of vaccine.  

· Aventis continues to assure us that we will receive the reminder of our ordered doses (no confirmed shipping dates as yet).   

· Please follow these guidelines until further notice:


Only administer vaccine to patients using CDC/VHA “hi risk” criteria.  


When patients call for the vaccine, take their names and contact numbers for a call back when the vaccine becomes available.   


For pts who are new to primary care (and are interested in a flu vaccine), please schedule them for a primary care appt with the caveat that we will only be administering the vaccine to the “hi risk” groups until we get national VHA clearance to administer to all veterans. 

Rome OPC
· Flu shots to be ready for eligible veterans 

10/14/2004 

· [image: image1.wmf]Free flu shots will be available for eligible veterans beginning Monday in Veterans Affairs Medical Center, 3435 Bailey Ave. 

· The walk-in flu shot clinic will be held in Room 120E from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through Friday. 

· Eligibility will be verified before the vaccine is given. To be eligible, veterans must be at least 65 or qualify under other criteria set by the federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 

· For information on eligibility, call toll-free (888) 823-9656. 

Bath

· If you have an appointment scheduled with your Primary Care Team within the next 60 days, please discuss the flu shot with your provider. 

· Bath will be announcing our walk in flu clinic availability at a later date.

· We will provide flu shots to patients Aged 65 years and older and persons younger than 64 years with chronic lung and heart disease or other underlying chronic medical conditions.
· Rochester OPC
· Flu shots will be given according to CDC (High-risk) guidelines to veterans currently receiving care from the VA.

· Flu shots will be given by scheduled appointment ONLY (Walk-in clinics have been canceled)

· Veterans MUST call their Primary Care Team to schedule an appointment.
