LES BENEFITS

Reduce over utilization of laboratory testing.
Immediate feedback of previous results to physician.

Informational statements help educate health care professionals.

More patients can be served with available resources.

Save money by not ordering unnecessary tests.

les dISTRIBUTION

Will be available after release of CPRS V 22.
The LES package consists of a KIDS build (3 VistA files, 12 routines, several VistA menu options and templates) and a windows library (DLL) file.    The DLL file must be installed on each CPRS workstation.

VISN 2 will post the LES package files on a VISN 2 web page and provide the link to the page after a request has been received for the software.

LES web site 

http://vaww.visn2.med.va.gov/is/les/index.html
VISN 2 les Contacts

IRM support - Donna Reagan        Donna.Reagan@med.va.gov

Laboratory support -  Ron Schmidt           Ronald.Schmidt2@med.va.gov

les

laboratory expert system V3.0

The purpose of LES is to help identify when an ordered laboratory test is inappropriate in an effort to decrease over utilization of laboratory testing and removing the burden of test denial from the laboratory.

Version 3.0

 Enhancements
Interaction with CPRS GUI (via event hooks)
Multidivisional

One-time patient exclusion

LES   - HOW Does It Work?
Order is entered through CPRS or VistA order entry.
LES searches for data based on a date range. applies the logic algorithm to the data, and approves or denies the order.

If the order is approved, LES is transparent to the user and the order is placed.  

If the order is denied, LES displays past results found and an informational statement about the denied order.

Laboratory personnel can override the LES logic.
Doctor calls the laboratory to justify the test.
Laboratory places the order through “laboratory entry.”
Patients can be excluded from a specific LES test for one ordering instance or for a period of time.

Sample Display to Provider
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PATIENT NAME: MOUSE MICKEY _ SSN: 000009999 LOC:
TEST DATE[TIVE TAKEN  RESULT

HGB-ALC(SYJCN)  MAR 25 2002@14:19:55 5.6

Last result within 60 day periad.

Due to the average Ife span of red blood cells (120 days) HbALC s not
indicated (within 2-3 months). Please order after 60 days to get an
accrate result

Test NOT selected. Please callLAB to verbaly request. Or re-order test
after a2 month periad,





Implementation needs
Approval and support of the administration.
Logic algorithms need to be determined.

(Logic is specific to each test.)

Acceptance of logic algorithms by clinical staff.

Programming of the logic into the LES database file.

Education about the benefits to the patient, physician, and the medical center.

LES Tests in VISN 2
Test                     Ordering Frequency 
Troponin
2 tests in 2 days  or 2 tests in 5 days    depending on the previous results

Hemoglobin A1c 
1 test / 90 days 
Lipid Studies 
1 panel / 2 months 
PSA 
1 test / 3 months 
Basic Metabolic Panel  2 panels / 2 days 
Opiate Screen
1 test / 3 days
Cannabis Screen
1 test / 3 days
Cocaine Screen
1 test / 3 days
Benzo Screen
1 test / 3 days
Digoxin
 1 test / 48 hrs 
Valproic Acid
1 test / 2 days
Carbamazepine
1 test / 2 days
Phenobarbital 
1 / 48 hours 















