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NETWORK 2 MANAGEMENT OF MEDICATIONS BROUGHT TO THE MEDICAL CENTER BY PATIENTS AT TIME OF ADMISSION

1.  PURPOSE:  To establish a policy and procedure for the security of medication brought by patients to the Medical Center at time of admission.

2.  POLICY:  All medication upon admission will be returned to a responsible member of the family.  When this is not possible, such medication will be turned into the Outpatient Pharmacy where it will be held pending instruction from the attending physician.

3.  RESPONSIBILITY:  It is the responsibility of all personnel involved to follow the outlined procedures to ensure proper disposition of these medications. 

4.  PROCEDURES:  

a.  Admission and Disposition personnel in the admitting area will be responsible for proper disposition of patient’s meds unless these medications are immediately returned to the patient’s family or representative.  All medications received will be packaged in a sealed envelope.  A reference slip (VA-3230) will be made out in duplicate and will contain the patient’s name, social security number, date and ward assignment.  The original will be attached to the sealed envelope containing the patient’s meds and the copy will be given to the patient to be used to reclaim the medication forwarded to Outpatient Pharmacy for storage during the patient’s hospital stay.

b.  As a rule, personal medication brought into the Medical Center by patients will not be used during the period of hospitalization.  However, if the physician wishes to continue the patient’s medication, and the medication is not available on our formulary, the physician will write an order in the patient’s chart for the medication stating that the patient’s own supply may be used.  The Pharmacy must be notified and after proper identification, the Pharmacy will authorize use of the medication(s) for administration to the patient while an inpatient.

c.  Unless instructed by the physician, all personal medication stored at time of admission will be returned to the patient upon discharge upon presentation of the proper reference slip.  If the medication is not reclaimed within one month of discharge, the medication will be destroyed and a note entered in the patient’s narrative so indicating.

5.  REFERENCES:  None.

6.  RESCISSIONS:  Network Memorandum 10N2-101-00 dated September 28, 2000.

7.  FOLLOW-UP RESPONSIBILITY:  George Knight, R.Ph., VISN Pharmacy/PBM Manager, (315) 425-3756.

8.  AUTOMATIC RESCISSION DATE:  July 31, 2006.

WILLIAM F. FEELEY

Network Director
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