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NETWORK 2 CRASH CARTS

1.  PURPOSE:  To establish a policy for emergency crash carts and to ensure that a procedure is in place for replenishment of used and outdated items.

2.  POLICY:  Crash carts will be available in all designated clinical, patient care areas stocked with agents needed for immediate emergency intervention.  Drugs and supplies in the cart will be maintained and replenished on an ongoing basis.  In addition, monthly inspections will assure that there are not outdated drugs and/or supplies in cart.

3.  PROCEDURES:

a.  Crash carts will be checked as part of the monthly ward inspections for lock and outdated drugs.

b.  Medication in crash carts will be inventoried, checked for outdates and replenished every time cart is opened.

c.  Outdated drugs will be removed from crash carts and processed according to existing Network return procedures.

d.  Carts that are ready for use will be locked with a tamper-proof, numbered lock.  When lock is removed from a cart, drugs and supplies in cart will be inventoried and restocked as previously mentioned.

e.  A log will be kept listing all drugs, crash cart lock number and expiration dates of drugs in each crash cart.

f.   Supply Processing and Distribution (SPD) and Respiratory Therapy will maintain and replenish items as outlined in Section 4.c and d.

4.  RESPONSIBILITY:

a.  A list of drugs to be maintained in crash cart will be determined by facility Medication Use Committee, or other designated subcommittee of the Medical Staff Executive Committee.

b.  Pharmacy will be responsible for maintaining and replacing drugs in crash carts.

c.  SPD will be responsible for the cleaning of carts, inspection and replacement of items according to station inventory sheet.

d.  Respiratory Therapy will be responsible for replacement of respiratory items according to station inventory sheet.

5.  REFERENCES:  None.

6.  RESCISSION:  Network Memorandum 10N2-105-00 dated September 28, 2000.

7.  FOLLOW-UP RESPONSIBILITY:  George Knight, R.Ph., Network Pharmacy/PBM Manager, (315) 425-3756.

8.  AUTOMATIC RESCISSION DATE:  July 31, 2006.

Signed 9/2/03//

WILLIAM F. FEELEY

Network Director

DISTRIBUTION:   VISN 2 Network Website
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