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VISN 2 PHARMACY IV ADMIXTURE PROGRAM

1.  PURPOSE:  To establish policies and procedures for physicians, nurses, ward personnel, and pharmacy personnel concerning the ordering, preparing, and dispensing of IV admixture products.

2.  POLICY:  The Pharmacy will provide IV admixture services during normal business hours at all facilities in the Network and 24 hours a day 7 days a week for pharmacies with 24/7 coverage.

3. RESPONSIBILITY:

a.  Individual prescribers are responsible for initiation of IV admixture orders in VISTA.

b.  Nursing and ward personnel are responsible for communicating with pharmacy concerns about missing medications or special circumstances, such as urgently needed medications.  Nursing is responsible for the preparation of those stocked medications, which must be given immediately.

c.  Pharmacy personnel are responsible for preparing, labeling, and dispensing all IV admixture products during normal business hours, and additionally as noted under item 2. Policy, above.

4.  PROCEDURES:

a.  Definitions:

1.  Admixtures are IVs to which ingredients must be added which infuse continuously and must have an administration rate specified.

2.  Piggybacks are IV medications given on an intermittent basis in a small volume of fluid.

3.  Syringes are IV push, IM, or SQ medications, which are drawn up ahead of time by pharmacy.

4.  Parental nutrition solutions are admixtures containing amino acids and/or concentrated dextrose used for the purpose of dietary supplementation.

5.  Chemotherapy is medication used to destroy or control the growth of cancer cells.

b.  Prescribers will initiate orders for IV admixtures and IV piggybacks through CPRS.

1.  IV Admixtures:

a.  Admixture orders must include:

1.  Base solution to be infused.

2.  Volume of base solution.

3.  Additives to base solution.

4.  Amount of additive.

5.  Administration rate.

6.  Administration time if applicable.

b.  Standardized infusions have been established for many medications.  Prescribers may be contacted if other concentrations have been ordered.

2.  IV Piggybacks:

a.  Piggyback orders must include:

1.  Medication.

2.  Dosage.

3.  Administration schedule.

b.  Pharmacy will choose the most appropriate base solution and volume unless indicated otherwise by a provider.

3.  Syringes:

a.  Syringe orders must include:

1.  Medication.

2.  Dosage.

3.  Administration schedule.

4.  Parenteral Nutrition:

a.  Parenteral Nutrition orders will follow Nutrition Support protocol.

5.  Chemotherapy:

a.  Chemotherapy orders will follow Hematology/Oncology protocol.

c.  Orders will be processed in the pharmacy where a pharmacist will screen the order for therapeutic appropriateness, compatibility and stability and consult with prescriber if necessary.

d.  Pharmacy will prepare all IV medications requiring additives with the following exceptions:

1.  Urgent medication order: Supplies of emergency medication are stocked in designated areas and also stocked in code carts to ensure immediate availability of these medications.

2.  Concentrated Potassium solutions will be maintained only in the pharmacy.  Premixed IV solutions containing potassium will be stocked on wards for use only as a premix, ready to use solution during other than normal business hours.

e.  Pharmacy prepared sterile products will be labeled with the following information.

1.  Patient’s name.

2. Nursing unit.

3.  Date prepared.

4.  Administration time(s).

5.  Identity of each additive.

6.  Dosage of each additive.

7.  Solution and volume.

8.  Infusion time or flow rate, if specified.

9.  Prepared by and checked by initials.

10.  Expiration date and time.

11.  Special storage instructions.

f.  Pharmacy personnel will deliver prepared solution to the nursing ward for administration during scheduled deliveries prior to the administration times.  Those solutions requiring refrigeration will be placed into the refrigerator on each nursing unit.  Pharmacy personnel will retrieve expired, unused, or discontinued solutions as part of the regular pick up and deliver visit.  These solutions should not be removed from the refrigerator ahead of time.

g.  Communications:

1.  Physicians and nursing unit personnel are encouraged to call the pharmacist whenever an IV related problem or question arises.

5. REFERENCES:  ASHP Technical Assistance Bulletin on Quality Assurance for Pharmacy-Prepared Sterile Products, AJHP 1993; 50:2386-98; M-2, Part VII, Chapter 3, January 1994.

6.  FOLLOW-UP RESPONSIBILITIES:  George Knight, R.Ph., VISN Pharmacy/PBM Manager, (315) 425-3756.

7.  RESCISSION:  Network Memorandum 10N2-113-00 dated October 5, 2000.

8.  EXPIRATION DATE:  July 31, 2006.

Signed 9/2/03//

WILLIAM F. FEELEY

Network Director

DISTRIBUTION:   VISN 2 Network Website
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