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NETWORK 2 PREPARATION, ADMINISTRATION AND DISPOSAL OF 

ANTINEOPLASTIC DRUGS

1.  PURPOSE:  To establish policy and procedures for the proper admixture, handling, administration and disposing of cytotoxic (antineoplastic) drugs.  These guidelines are to be followed by all personnel authorized to receive, mix, dispense or dispose of cytotoxic drugs.  
2.  POLICY:  Antineoplastic drugs shall be handled in accordance with OSHA recommendations and DM&S Circular 10-85-97.  
3. RESPONSIBILITY:
a.  Manager, Acquisition & Materiel Management is responsible for ensuring that proper precautions are taken by Acquisition & Materiel Management personnel when receiving, handling and delivering cytotoxic drugs.  Additionally, ensure that proper Material Safety Data Sheets (MSDS) and/or other appropriate documentation are received when the delivery is accepted.
b.  The Pharmacy Manager is responsible for ensuring precautions are taken by Pharmacy personnel for proper preparation of cytotoxic admixtures.
c.  The Nursing Executive is responsible for ensuring that proper precautions are taken by Nursing personnel for proper administration of cytotoxic admixtures.
d.  Manager, Engineering is responsible for ensuring that proper precautions are taken by Engineering personnel for proper disposal of cytotoxic admixtures.
e.  Employee Health is responsible for ensuring that Employee Health personnel maintain medical surveillance information.
f.  Safety Manager is responsible for ensuring that Safety Management personnel respond to complaints and/or safety hazards as reported, as well as offering technical assistance.
4.  PROCEDURES:  
a.  Acquisition & Materiel Management:
1.  Vendors will be asked to ship antineoplastic drugs separately and/or clearly mark the outside of the shipping container that antineoplastic drugs are contained inside.
2.  If the contents of packages containing antineoplastic drugs have been damaged, the container will immediately be resealed and placed in the waste disposal bag contained in the “Spill Kit”.
3.  If material has leaked out of the shipping container, access to the area will be strictly limited to authorized personnel and these employees will wear appropriate protective clothing, e.g., gowns, goggles and gloves, provided in the “Spill Kit“, until they have accomplished the clean-up.
4.  Specially designed containers to dispose of the cytotoxic drugs will be provided by Environmental Management.
5.  Manager, Acquisition & Materiel Management will be notified immediately by the warehouse upon receipt of damaged cytotoxic drugs.  All contents of contaminated containers are considered unacceptable for use by the VA.
b.  Pharmacy:
1.  All Pharmacy personnel working with antineoplastic drugs must receive special training in techniques and precautions.
2.  Access to the compounding area is limited only to pharmacy personnel trained in the preparation of antineoplastic drugs.
3.  All mixing of antineoplastic drugs will be performed in a Class II, Biological Safety Cabinet.  No other I.V. admixtures will be prepared in the hood designated for preparation of antineoplastic drugs.
4.  All packages containing cytotoxic drugs must be properly labeled with drug name, concentration, date prepared, volume, and expiration date and preparer’s initials along with a CHEMOTHERAPY warning.
5.  All used and unused items that have come in contact with antineoplastic drugs should be returned to an identified disposal area and placed in specifically designated containers for destruction.  Used needles and syringes should not be recapped, crushed, or clipped before disposal.
6.  Pharmacy, the Industrial Hygienist, the Emergency Room and Acquisition & Materiel Management will maintain Material Safety Data Sheets for each cytotoxic drug used in this Medical Center.
c.  Nursing
1.  All Nursing personnel administering antineoplastic drugs must receive special training in techniques and precautions.
2.  Standard Precautions will be used when handling all linen, urine, and other body fluids.  Urinals or Foley Catheter drainage bags used by inpatients will be marked with yellow tape and discarded 48 hours after completing chemotherapy.


Note:  All linens are considered contaminated, and handled by all personnel as such.
3.  All other items, which have come in contact with antineoplastic agents, will be placed in specifically designated containers for destruction.
4.  The Head Nurse or charge nurse will notify the safety officer of cytotoxic spills within 24 hours.
d.  Environmental Management
1.  Housekeeping personnel dealing with cytotoxic agents will be properly trained in the safe handling of those agents.  
2.  Routine housekeeping procedures should not generate dust, i.e, no dusting of shelves or dry sweeping of floors.  Only wet dusting and sweeping of floors should be done.
3.  Cytotoxic waste must at all times be kept separate from other trash.
4.  All cytotoxic waste should be placed in Sage Chemo Safety container.  Container will be sealed prior to removal from area.
5.  All cytotoxic materials will be disposed of in accordance with all applicable regulations governing cytotoxic waste.
6.  Large and small spills of cytotoxic agents will be contained and cleaned using a “Spill Kit” according to procedures established by Environmental Management and communicated to all staff in regularly scheduled in -services.
e.  Employee Health
1.  Employees subjected to acute direct exposure to cytotoxic agents must receive a physical examination with particular attention paid to the eyes, buccal and nasal mucosal membranes, the skin, and a complete blood count including differential to provide a baseline.
2.  Employees who are pregnant or breast-feeding, or who have a written statement from a physician which provides medical reasons why they should not be exposed to antineoplastic agents, will not be required to prepare or administer antineoplastic drugs.
f.  Other:
1.  SUPERVISORY PERSONNEL will ensure that the cytotoxic drug workload is distributed evenly among the appropriately trained personnel in a manner that limits their daily exposure.  Supervisors are responsible for informing all appropriate personnel of the potential hazards of working with these drugs and the required precautionary procedures that the employees must take when handling the drugs or waste.
2.  In case of accidents, the affected skin area MUST be washed with soap and water immediately.  Employees should be examined by a physician as soon as possible thereafter.  For eye exposure, immediately flood the affected eye with water or eyewash designated for this purpose for at least 15 minutes.  Medical attention should then be obtained immediately and employees in the area will be informed to be alert to potential hazards.
3.  Accidents involving skin or eye contact will be reported, and documented in accordance with existing procedures governing employee job related injuries.  A report of any unsafe working conditions should be made and reported through the Safety Officials to the Safety Committee for trending of untoward events and necessary action to improve processes.
5. REFERENCES:  
a.  Practice Standards of ASHP 1995-1996, ASHP Technical Assistance Bulletin on Handling Cytotoxic and Hazardous Drugs, 1995.
b.  Controlling occupational exposure to hazardous drugs, Occupational Safety and Health Administration, AMJ Health System Pharmacist, 1996 July 15;53(14): 1669-85.
c.  Mayer DK, Hazards of Chemotherapy, Implementing safe handling practices, Cancer, 1992 Aug 15; 70(4suppl): 988-92.
d.  Cass Y et al, Guidelines for the safe handling of excreta contaminated by cytotoxic agents, AMJ Hospital Pharmacist, 1992 Aug;49(8)L1957-8.
e.  Imamura S et al, Safe handling of cytotoxic and hazardous drugs, Kango, 1991 Apr; 43(5):149-56.
f.  Power La et al, Update on handling of hazardous drugs: the advice of experts; AMJ Hospital Pharmacist, 1990 May;47(5):1050-60.
6.  RESCISSIONS:  Network Memorandum 10N2-114-00 dated October 5, 2000.
7.  FOLLOW-UP RESPONSIBILITY:  George Knight, R.Ph., VISN Pharmacy/PBM Manager, (315) 425-3756.
8.  AUTOMATIC RESCISSION DATE:  July 31, 2006.

Signed 9/15/03//

WILLIAM F. FEELEY

Network Director
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