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Introduction

Abbreviations are used to lighten the burden of record writing.  Their use may be easily misinterpreted, however, if they are not written in context or if abbreviations are used which are not meaningful to others who utilize the record.


The purpose of this listing is to provide a legend for the abbreviations which have been accepted for use in the medical records department of VISN 2.  Only those abbreviations listed may be used.  Abbreviations are not to be used in the final diagnoses or operation titles, and their use should be avoided in the body of discharge summaries.


This book is divided into three sections:  symbols and codes; medical abbreviations; and administrative abbreviations.  It includes the most commonly used abbreviated forms, some having been included because of general usage.
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SYMBOLS

(
None

(
Female

(
Male

>
Greater Than

<
Less Than

(
Increase

(
Decrease

#
Number

%
Percent

(
Change

(
Angle

(
Infinity

· Birth

Death






+
Plus or Minus






2(
Secondary or Second Degree






x
Times






@
At






/
Per

· Living

· Deceased

· Caries Restorable (teeth)

/
Non Restorable (teeth)

[ ] 
Fixed Bridge (teeth)

· Divided By, Division

X
Missing (teeth)

XXX (teeth) Replaced by Denture

L
Left

R
Right


Approximately

· Above, Elevated, Enlarged, Increased, Upper

· Below, Decreased, Down, Lower, Depressed

MEDICAL ABBREVIATIONS



#1 - #32 



Indicates the tooth to

   be treated.



111……
or  In111

Radioactive Indium

123         
or  I123

Radioactive Iodine

131…     
or  I131

Radioactive Iodine

133        
or  Xe133

Radioactive Xenon

201 
or  T1201

Radioactive Thallium

3P 




Protamine Sulfate

32 
or  p32

Radioactive Phosphorus

51 
or  Cr51

Radioactive Chromium

57 
or  Co57

Radioactive Cobalt

67 
or  Ga67

Radioactive Gallium

99 
or  Tc99

Radioactive Technetium

a




Before

A     




Aortic second sound

A&O




Alert and oriented

A+B




Apnea and Bradycardia

AAO




Awake, alert and oriented

Ab 




Antibody

abd 




Abdomen

AB




Abortion

ABG




Arterial blood gas

Abn




Abnormal, Abnormality

AC 




Acromioclavicular

a.c.




Before meal

Acc




Accompanied

acid p'tase 



Acid phosphatase

ACTH 



Adrenocorticotrophic

   hormone

ad 




Add; let there be added

A.D. 




Aurio dextra - right ear

ADH 



Anti-diuretic hormone

ADL




Activities of daily living

Ad. Lib. 



As much as needed; as

   desired

AF 




Atrial fibrillation

AFB




Acid fast bacillus

Ag 




Antigen

A/G 




Albium-globulin ratio

agglut 



Agglutination

AgNO     



Silver Nitrate

A.I.




Aortic insufficiency

A.I.D.S. 

Acquired Immune

   Deficiency    Syndrome

AJ 

Ankle jerk

AK

Above knee

AKA

Above knee amputation

A.L. 

Aurio laeva - left ear

Alb.

Albumin

Alk. Phos

Alkaline phosphatase

ALS 




Amyotrophic lateral

   sclerosis

Alveo 



Alveoplasty, Alveolectomy

a.m. 




Morning

AMA 



Against medical advise

amb. 




Ambulation

amp




Ampule

ANA 



Anti-nuclear antibodies

Ant




Anterior

AODM



Adult Onset Diabetes

   Mellitus

Aort.Sten. 



Aortic Stenosis

A&P




Auscultation and

   percussion

AP, a-p or a/p 


Anterorposterior

APTT 
Activated Partial

   Thromboplastin Time

aq. Dist.



Distilled water

ARC 



Aids Related Complex

A S 




Aortic stenosis

A.S. 




Aurio Sinestra - left ear

ASA




Aspirin (acetylsalicylic

   acid)

ASAP
As soon as possible

AS/AI 
Aortic stenosis, Aortic

   insufficiency

ASCAD
Arteriosclerotic coronary

   artery disease

ASCVD 
Arteriosclerotic

   cardiovascular disease

ASD 
Atrial septal defect

ASHD
Arteriosclerotic heart

   disease

ASMA
Anti-smooth muscle

   antibody

ASO 
Anti-streptolysis O titer

   (of blood antibodies)

ASPVD 
Arteriosclerotic peripheral 

   vascular disease

ATN 
Acute tubular necrosis

A.U. 




Aures utrae - both eyes

AV




Artrioventricular

A-V 




Arteriovenous

AVM 



Arteriovenous

   malformation

AVR 



Aortic valve replacement

AZT 




Azidothymidine

Ba.E.




Barium enema

baso 




Basophile

BBB




Bundle branc block 

   (right or left)

BCP 




Birth control pill

B.C.G. (vaccination) 

Bacille Calmette Guerin

BE




Barium enema

BEE




Basal energy expenditures

BG 




Blood glucose

b.i.d.




Twice daily

b.i.w.



Twice a week

bil 




Bilateral

bili 




Bilirubin

BioF 



Biofeedback

BK




Below knee

BKA 



Below knee amputation

Bl. cult.



Blood culture

BM




Bowell movement

BMR




Basal metabolic rate

BOT




Base of tongue

BP




Blood pressure

BPH




Benign prostatic

   hypertrophy

Br. sounds (B.S.)

Breath sounds or bowel

   sounds

BRP




Bathroom privileges

BS




Bowell sounds

BSP




Bromsulphalein excretion






   (liver function test)

BTL




Bilateral tubal ligation

BUN




Blood urine nitrogen

BV




Biological value

BW




Bite wing radiograph

Bx or bx



Biopsy


C




Centigrade (celsius)

C      C      etc.


First cervical vertebra,

   second etc.

C




Third component of

   complement

C

Fourth component of



   complement

_

c

With

Ca

Carcinoma or cancer

CAB

Coronary artery bypass

CABG

Coronary artery bypass

   graft



CAD




Coronary artery disease

cal




Small calorie

Cal




Large calorie

cap




Capsule

CAT




Computerized Axial

   Tomography

cath




Catheter

CBC




Complete blood count

CBS




Chronic brain syndrome

C. bili



Conjugated bilirubin

c.c.




Cubic centimeter

CCU




Coronary Care Unit

C&D




Crown and dental

   debridement

CEA




Carotid Endarterectomy

Cg or Cgm



Centigram

CH




Total hemolytic

   compliment activity

CHI


Creatinine height index

CHF


Congestive heart failure

CHO


Carbohydrate

Chol


Cholesterol

Chol Enz


Cholesterol enzyme

Chol Est


Cholesterol esters

CK


Creatine kinase

Cl


Chloride

CLL


Chronic lymphocytic

   leukemia


cm


Cubic centimeter

cm




Centimeter

CMG



Cystometrogram

CMI




Cell mediated immunity

CMV



Cystomegalovirus

CNS




Central nervous system

C/O




Complains of

CO




Carbon dioxide

coag




Coagulation

COBS



Chronic organic brain

   syndrome

COLD



Chronic obstructive lung






   disease

Cong




Congenital

cont.




Continued

COPD



Chronic obstructive






   pulmonary disease

COPE



Chronic obstructive 

   Pulmonary emphysema

COR


Cardiovascular

CPAP



Continuous positive






    airway pressure

CPK




Creatinine phosphokinase

CPR




Cardiopulmonary

   resuscitation

CREA or CRE


Creatinine

CRF




Chronic renal failure

C&S




Culture and sensitivity

CSF




Cerebrospinal fluid

CT




Computerized tomography

CTS




Carpal tunnel syndrome

CTX




Cytoxan

CVA*



Cerebrovascular accident

   *(Usage Highly

    Discouraged)

CVI




Cerebrovascular

   insufficiency

CVP




Cental venous pressure

Cx




Convex

CXR




Chest x-ray

Cy1




Cylinder or cylindrical lens

DA




Daily

D      , D      , etc.

First dorsal vertebra,

   second, etc.

D&C




Dilation and curettage

D/C




Discontinue

D.Cc




Double concave

D.Cx




Double convex

DDD




Degenerative disc disease

D&E




Dilation and evacuation

Decr




Diminished or decreased

decub.



Decubitus

Derm



Dermatology

DFD




Defined formula diet

D     W



Dextrose 5% water

D&I




Dry and intact

dict




Dictation

Diff




Differential blood count

Dig.




Digoxin

dil




Dilute or dissolve

DISH



Diffuse idiopathic skeletal






   hyperstosis

div




Divide

DJD




Degenerative joint disease

DKA




Diabetic ketoacidosis

d1




100 ml

DM




Diabetes mellitus

DNA




Deoxyribonucleic acid

DNR




Do not resuscitate

DOA




Dead on arrival

DOB




Date of Birth

DOE




Dyspnea on exertion

Drsg




Dressing

DSA




Digital Subtraction

   Angiography

DT




Delirium tremens

DTPA



A chelating agent used by






   Nuclear Medicine

DTR




Deep tendon reflexes

DU




Duodenal ulcer

DUB




Dysfunctional uterine

   bleeding

DVT




Deep vein thrombosis

D/W




Dextrose and water

Dx




Diagnosis

Ea




Each

EAA




Essential amino acids

EAC




External auditory canal

EBL




Estimated blood loss

EBV




Epstein-Barr virus

ECG




Electroencephalogram

ECT




Electroconvulsive Therapy

EDC




Estimated date of

   confinement

EDX




Electrodiagnostic

EEG




Electroencephalogram

EFA




Essential fatty acids

E.B.




Elementary body

EBL




Estimated blood loss

ECG




Electrocardiogram

ECHO virus


Enterocyptopathogenic

   human orphan virus

ECT




Electric convulsive therapy

EDX




Electrodiagnostic

EEG




Electroencephalogram

EGD




Esophagogatroduodenoscopy

EKG




Electrocardiogram

EM




Electron microscopy

EMG




Electromyogram

ENG




Electronystagmography

ENT




Ear, nose, throat

EOM




Extraocular movement

EOMI



Extraocular movements

   intact

EOS




Eosinophil count

epith




Epithelium or epithelial

EPSE



Extra pyramidal side effects

E.R.




Emergency Room

ERCP



Endoscopic retrograde






   cannulation of pancreatic 






   bile duct.

ERPF



Effective renal plasma flow

ESP




Extra sensory perception

ESR




Erythrocyte sedimentation






   rate

ESRD



End stage renal disease

EST




Electroshock therapy

ET




Endotacheal tube

etiol




Etiology

ETOH



Ethanol, alcohol

ETS




Endotracheal suction

expir




Expiration or expiratory

exc.




Excision

Exp




Expiratory

ext.




Extremities

ext.




Extract

Ext.




Extension


F      or      F


Fahrenheit

F/




Full maxillary prosthesis

/F




Full mandibular prosthesis

FA




Fatty acid

F.B.




Foreign body

FB




Finger breadth

FBS




Fasting blood sugar

FC




Full crown (tooth)

FD




Focal distance

FDP




Fibrin Degradation

   Products


Fe, Fe



Iron


FeSo




Ferrous Sulfate

FEV




Forced expiratory volume

F/F




Upper and lower dentures

FH




Family history

Fl.




Femtoliters ( u      )

Fl




Fluid

Fld. Ext.



Fluid extract

FM




Face mask

FCM




Floor of mouth

F/P




Full upper and partial






   lower dentures

FP




Freezing point

FPP




Fixed partial plate

Fract.(or FX)


Fracture

FSH




Follicle-stimulatin hormone

FSP




Fibrin Split Products

FTA




Flourescent treponemal 






   antibody

FTG




Full thickness graft

FU




Follow-up

FUBT



Follow-up of bladder tumor

FUO




Fever of undetermined

   origin

FVC




Forced vital capacity

FWB




Full weight bearing

fx.




Fracture

( Fx. mand.


Fracture of angle of

   mandible

Fx. mand.



Fracture of mandable

Fx. max



Fracture of maxilla

Fx. zyg.



Fracture of zygoma

g




Gram

G




Gravida

GA




General anesthesia

GB




Gallbladder

GC




Gonorrhea

GE




Gastroesophageal

GERD



Gastroesophageal reflux

   disease

GHA




Glucohepotonic acid

GI




Gastrointestinal

GLU




Glucose

GLU OX



Glucose oxidase

gm




Gram

gm/dL



Gram per hundred milliliter

GPA




Gravida, Para, Aborta

G     PD



Glucose 6 Phophate

   Dehydrogenase

Gr




Grain

Gs




Gross scaling

gtt




Drops

GTT




Glucose tolerance test

GU




Genitourinary

Gyn




Gynecology

H/A




Headache

HAA




Hepatitis-associated antigen

HASCVD



Hypertensive

   arteriosclerotic

   cardiovascular disease

HBIG



Hepatitis B immune

   globulin

HBP




High blood pressure

HbsAG



Hepatitis B surface antigen

HBV




Heaptitis B virus

HCL




Hydrochloric acid

HBSA



Hepatitis B surface antigen

HC1




Hydrochloric acid

Hct




Hematocrit

HCVD



Hypertensive

   cardiovascular disease

HDL




High density lipoprotein

H&E




Hemorrhage and exudate






   (eye exam or hematoxylin






   and eosin stain)

HEENT



Head, Eyes, Ears, Nose,

   Throat

Hg




Mercury

Hg, Hgb



Hemoglobin

Hgb A, C



Clycosylated Hemoglobin

HGR




Heaves, Gallops, Rubs

H/H




Hemoglobin and hematocrit

HIAA



Hydroxyindole acetic acid

HIV




Human Immunodeficiency

   Virus

HJR




Hepatojugular reflux

   (reflex)

HLA




Human Leukocyte Antigen

Ho




Hemoglobin

HOH




Hard of hearing


H      O



Water

HOP




High Oxygen Pressure

H&P




History and Physical

HNP




Herniated nucleus pulposus

HPI




History of present illness

hpf




per high powered field

Hr




Hour

HR




Heartrate

h.s.




Hour of sleep, at bedtime

HSA




Human serum albumen

HSM




Hepatosplenomegaly

Ht




Height

Htcz




Hydrochlorothiazide

HTLV



Human T-Lymphotrophic

   virus

HTN




Hypertension

HVD




Hypertensive vascular






   disease

H.W.




Heparin well

Hx




History

Hy




Hypermetropia

I




Incisal

     I




Radioactive iodine

IB




Inclusion body

IBC




Iron binding capacity

IBW




Ideal body weight

ICCE



Intracapsular cataract

   extraction

ICH




Intracerebral hemorrhage

ICS




Intercostal space

ICU




Intensive Care Unit

I&D




Incision and drainage

IDDM



Insulin dependent diabetes






   mellitus

Ig




Immunoglobulin

IgA




Immunoglobulin A

IgD




Immunoglobulin D

IgE




Immunoglobulin E

IgG




Immunoglobulin G

IgM




Immunoglobulin M

IHSS




Idiopathic hypertrophic






   subaortic stenosis

IM




Intramuscular

IMP




Impacted (tooth)

Imp




Impression

IMV




Intermittent mandatory






   ventillation

incr




Increased or increasing

INH




Isoniazid

IN. P.



Inorganic phosphorus

Insp




Inspiration or inspiratory

Int.




Internal

I&O




Intake and output

IPH




Inflammatory papillary






   hyperplasia

IPPB




Intermittent positive






   pressure breathing

IQ




Intelligence quotient

IRM




Intermediate restorative

   material

I.T.




Industrial therapy

ITP




Idiopathic

  thrombocytopenic purpura

IU




International unit

IUD




Intrauterine device

IV




Intravenous

IVC




Intravenous cholangiogram

IVCD



Intraventricular conduction

   defect

IVH




Intravenous

   hyperalimentation

IVP




Intravenous pyelogram

IVSD



Interventricular septal






   defect

JODM



Jouvenile onset diabetes

   mellitus

JV




Jugulovenous

JVD




Jugular venous distension

JVP




Jugulovenous pulse

K




Potassium

Kcal




Kilocalorie

K Cl




Potassium Chloride

K-wire



Kirschner wire

kg




Kilogram

KJ




Knee jerk

KUB




Kidney, ureter, bladder

KVO




Keep vein open

L




Liter

L&A




Light and accommodation

L&S




Ligation and stripping

lab




Laboratory

LAD




Left anterior descending

LAp




Leucine aminopeptidase

LAP




Leukocyte (neutrohil)






   alkaline phosphates

lat




Lateral

LAW



Living and well

lb.




Pound

LBBB



Left bundle branch block

LBM




Lean body mass

LCT




Long chain triglycerides

LCX




Left circumflex

LDH




Lactic dehydrogenase






   (serum enzyme)

LE or Le



Lower extremity

L.E.




Lupus erythematous, 

   L.E. cell, L.E. prep.

lytes




Electrolytes

LFT




Liver function tests

LGV




Lymphogranuloma

   venerum

LH




Luteinizing hormone

Li or LiCO3


Lithium

lig




Ligment or ligmentum

L.I.H.



Left inguinal hernia

Liq




Liquid

LLE




Left lower extremity

LLL




Left lower lobe-lung

LLQ




Left lower 

   quadrant-abdomen

LMD




Local medical doctor

LMP




Last menstral period

LOC




Loss of consciousness

LOT




Left occiput transverse

LP




Lumbar puncture

LPF




Leukocytosis-prompting






   factor

LS




Lumbosacral

LSB




Left sternal border

LSD




Lysergic acid diethylamide

Lt




Left

LT




Low transverse

LUE




Left upper extremity

LUL




Left upper lobe-lung

LUQ




Left upper 

quadrant-abdomen pressure

LV




Left ventricle

LVEDP



Left ventricular 






   end-diastolic pressure

LVEF



Left ventricular ejection

   fraction

LVH




Left ventricular

   hypertrophy

lymph



Lymphocytes

lytes




Electrolytes

M




Mesial, minim, mesial or

   mother

MAA



Macroaggregated albumin

MAC



Mid-arm circumference

MAE




Moves all extremities

MAL




Midaxillary line

MAMC



Mid-arm muscle






   circumference

Mand.



Mandibular

MAT




Manual Arts Therapy

MAX.



Maxillary

MBC




Maximum breathing

   capacity

MCA



Middle cerebral artery

mcg




Microgram

MCH



Mean corpuscular

   hemoglobin

MCHC



Mean corpuscular

   hemoglobin concentration

mCi




Millicurie

MCL




Midclavicular line

MCP




Metacarpophalangeal






   joint

MCT




Medium chain triglycerides

M.C.V.



Mean corpuscular volume

MDP




Methylene (bone imaging

   agent)

MDR



minimum daily

   requirements

MEA




Multiple endocrine 






   adenomatosis

Mech



Mechanical (diet)

Med




Medicine or medial

mEq (mEq/L)


Milliequivalent (per liter)

MET




Metabolic equivalents

MEV




Million electron volts

MG




Myasthenia gravis

mg.




Milligram 

mg%




Milligram per deciliter

MGA



Striated muscle antibodies

MI




Myocardial infarction

min.




Minimum (1/60th part 






   of a dram)

MIP




Metacarpal interphalangeal

ml. Milliliter

MLE




Midline epistotomy

am. Millimeter

mM




Millimole

MMPI



Minnesota Multiphasic






   Personality Inventory

MMSE



Mini-mental state exam

Mn




Manganese

mo




Month

MOD



Moderate

mol. wt.



Molecular weight

MOM



Milk of Magnesia

Mon




Monarural

mono



Monocyte

mOsm



Milliosmole

mOsm/L



Millosmoles per liter

MP




Menstral period

MPV




Mean Platelet Volume

MRI




Magnetic Resonance

   Imaging

MRSA



Methicillin Resistant

   Staphylococcus Aureus

MS




Multiple Sclerosis; 

   Mitral stenosis

MSO    



Morphine Sulfate

M.St.




Mitral stenosis

MSL




Midsternal line

MTA




Mitochondrial antibodies

MTX




Methotrexate

mu.




Millimicron

MUGA



Multigated Acquisition

MULTIVITS


Multivitamins

Multi vits



Multivitamins

MVA



Motor-vehicle Accident

MVD



Maximum venous drainage

MVI




Multivitamin infusion 






   solution

MVP




mitral valve prolapse

MVR



Mitral valve replacement

MVV
Maximum voluntary

   ventillation

My




Myopia

N




Normal


N




Nitrogen

NA




New appointment

Na




Sodium

N/A




Not applicable

NAD




No acute distress

NAHCo3



Sodium Bicarbonate

NAS




No added salt

NB




nota bene, not well

NC




Non-contributory

NC/AT



Normocephalic atraumatic

NCS




No concentrated sweets

NCV




Nerve conduction






   velocities

NDNA



Native deoxyribose nucleic

   acid

neg




Negative

Neuro



Neurology or neurologic

ng




Nanogram

NG




Nasogastric

NH




Amonia

NHCU



Nursing Home Care Unit

NIDDM



Non-insulin dependent






   diabetes mellitus

NKA




No known allergies

NKDA



No known drug allergies

nl




Normal limits

NMF




Neuromuscular ficilitation

Noct




Nocturnal

no.




Number

N.P.




Nurse Practitioner

NPH




type of insulin

n.p.o.



Nothing by mouth

NRBC



Nucleated red blood cell

N.R.C.



Normal retinal

   correspondence

N/S




Normosaline

N.S.




Neurosurgery

NSAID



non-steroidal 

   anti-inflammatory

NSR




Normal sinus rhythm

NT




Nasal tracheal

NTG




Nitroglycerin

Nut.




Nutrition

Nv




Naked vision

N/V




Nausea and vomiting

O       .



Occlusal

O       .



Oxygen/Oxygen Capacity

O       cont.



Oxygen content

O       sat



Oxygen saturation

OB 




Obstetrics or occult blood



OBS




Organic brain syndrome

obst




Obsttruction

OCG




Oral cholecystogram

o.d. or O.D. or Oc.Dx.

Right ey (oculous dexter)

OG




Orogastric

OH




Oral hygiene

OHI




Oral hygiene instruction

OINT



Ointment

OKN




Optokinetic nystagmus

OM




Obtuse marginal

O.N.C.



Over the needle catheter

o.o.b.



Out of bed

OP




Occiput posterior

Op. or Oper


Operation

OPCD



Olivopontocerbellar 






   degeneration

OPD




Outpatient Department

OPG




Oculoplethysmography

Ophth



Ophthalmology
or 






   ophthalmologic

OPT




Outpatient therapy

OR




Operating Room

ORIF



Open reduction internal






   fixation

Ortho.



Orthopedics or orthopedic

OS




Mouth

O.S. or o.s. or Oc.Sn.

Left eye

Osx.




Oral surgery

OT




Occupational Therapy

Oto




Otology

O.U. or OcUn.


Both eyes together 

   (oculi unitas)

oz.




Ounce

3p




Protamine Sulfate

_

P




After

P




Pulse. Phosphorus or plan

P




Pulmonic second heart

   sound

P/




Maxillary partial prosthesis

P/F




Partial upper and






   full lower dentures

P1




Pulmonic first sound

/P




Mandibular partial

   prosthesis

P&A




Percussion and auscultation

p/a or P-A



Posteroanterior

PA




Phemphigus antibodies

Pa




Periapical

PAC




Premature artial contraction

PAD




Provisional anatomic

   diagnosis

PAN




Panorex x-ray

PAP




Papanicolaou; prostatic

   acid phosphatase

pap


peripheral pathology

PAR


Periapical pathology

para


Pregnancies

PARR


Post Anesthesia Recovery

   Room

PASA, PAS


Para-aminosalicylic acid

PAT

Paroxysmal auricular

 

   tachycardia

Path


Pathology

Pb


Lead

PBI


Protein-Bound Iodine

p.c.


After meals

PCA


Patient controlled

   Analgesia

PCM


Protein Calorie

   malnutrition

PCN


Penicillin

PD/


Maxillary partial denture

/PD


Mandibular partial denture

PDH


Past Dental History

PE


Pulmonary Embolus 

PE (PX)


Physical Exam

PEEP


Positive End Expiratory

   Pressure

PEG


Pneumoencephalogram




   or percutaneous

   endoscopic gastrostomy

PEM


Protein energy malnutrition

Pen.


Penicillin

PEP


pre-ejection period

Percuss. & ausc. (P&A)
Percussion and auscultation

Perio.


Periodontal

PERRLA


Pupils, equal round, and




   reactive to light and




   accommodation

PETN


Pentaerythritol tetranitrate

PFI


Profile I

PFII


Profile II

PFIII


Profile III

PFM

Porcelin fused to metal

   crown

PFMC


Porcelain fused to metal

   crown

PFR


Peak flow rate

PFT


Pulmonary function test

pg


Picogram (u ug)

ph


Hydrogen ion

   concentration; acidity

PH

Past History

PI

Present Illness

PID

Pelvic inflammatory

   disease

PIPIDA

A gallbladder imaging



   complex

PIP joint

proximal interphalangeal

   joint

PJC(s)

premature junctional

   contracture

PK

Psychokinesis

Pkt

pocket

PKU

Phenylketonuria (test)

P.L.

Light perception

PLT

platelet

p.m.

afternoon

PM

performance management

PMH

Past medical history

PMI

Point of maximum impulse

PMN

Polymorhonuclear

   neutrophil

PMR

Polymyalagia rheumatica

PNB

Prostate needle biopsy

PNC

Peripheral Nerve Clinic

PND

Paroxysmal nocturnal

   dyspnea

po

By mouth

PO. or P/O

Phone order

POA

Para-osteoarthropathy

POD

Postoperative day

POI

Post-operative Instructions

Polys, PML

Polymorphonuclear

    leukocytes

Porc.

Porcelain

Pos

Positive

Post

Posterior

Post op

Post-operative

PP

Post prandial

PPD

Purified protein derivative



   (tuberculi)

ppm

Parts per million

pr

Per rectum

prep

Preparation

preop

Preoperative

PRI

patient review instrument

prn

As necessary

Pro

Protein or prophylaxis

PRO

Physical Restraint

   Observation

Prog

Prognosis

PROM exs

Passive ROM exercise

Prophy

Prophylaxis

Prot.

Protein

Proth. cont.

Prothrombin content

PRRTP

Psychiatric Residential

   Rehabilitation Treatment

   Program

pro time

Prothrombin time

P/S

Polyunsaturated

PSA

Prostate-specific antigen

Psi

Pressure

PSP

Phenolsulfonphthalein



PSV




Pressure Support

   Ventilation

Psych.



Psychiatry



PT




Prothrombin time or

   Physical Therapy



Pt




Patient



PTA




Prior to admission

PTB




Patella Tendon Bearing

PTCA



Percutaneous transluminal

   coronary angioplasty

PTD




prior to discharge

PTI




Prepare, Temporize and

   Impression

PTSD



Post-traumatic Stress

   Disorder

PTT




Partial thromboplastin time

PUD




Peptic ulcer disease

PVC




Premature ventricular

   contraction

PVD




Peripheral vascular disease

PVR




Pulse volume recording or






   Post void residual

PVR's



Peripheral or pulmonary

   vascular resistances

PX




Prognosis

PZA




Pyrazinamide

q




Every or each day

q.a.m.



Every morning

Q.C. or QC


Quality control

q.d.




Every day

q.h.




Every hour

q.h.s.




Every hour of sleep

q.___hours



Every____hours

q.i.d.




Four times daily

q.n.




Every night

q.n.s.




Quantity not sufficient

q.o.d.



Every other day

q.s.




Quantity sufficient

QT




EKG interval

QUAD



Quadrant

quant.



Quantitative or quantity

Qw




weekly

r. Roentgen

R/T




Related to

Ra.




Radium

RA




Rheumatoid arthritis

RAD




Radiographic or Radiation

   absorbed dose

RAI




Radioactive Iodine

RAM



Rapid alternating

   movements

RBBB



Right bundle branch block

rbc




Red blood cell

RBC




Red blood count

RBF




renal blood flow

RCA




Right coronary artery

   (Cardiology)

RCA




Right costophrenic angle

RCF




Root canal filling

RCT




Root canal therapy

RCU




Respiratory Care Unit

RD




Reaction of degeneration

RDA




Recommended daily

   allowances

RDS




Respiratory distress

   syndrome

RDW



Red cell distribution width

Re




regarding

Rec.




recommend

Reg




Regular (Diet)

Rehab



Rehabilitation

Rests




Restorations (fillings)

Retics



Reticulocytes

RF




Rheumatoid factor

Rh




Rhesus blood factor

RHD




Rheumatic heart disease

RI




Radioisotope

RIA




Radioimmuno assay

RIF




Right internal fixation

R.I.H.



Right inguinal hernia

RISA



Radioiodinated serum

   albumin

RLE




Right lower extremity

RLL




Right lower lobe-lung

RLQ




Right lower 

   quadrant-abdomen

RM




Risk Management

RML




Right middle lobe-lung

Rn




Radon

RNA




Ribonucleic acid

R/O




Rule out

RO




Reality of orientation

ROM



Range of motion

ROS




Review of systems

RPF




Renal plasma flow

RPR




Rapid plasma reagin

RQ




Respiratory quotient

RR




Root remnant (tooth) or






   Regular release

R.R.




Recovery room

RROM exs


resistive range of motion






   exercise

RRR




Regular rate and rhythm

RSR




Regular sinus rhythm

Rt




Right

RT


Radiation Therapy or

   Recreation Therapy

RTC




Return to clinic

RUE




Right upper extremity

RUL




Right upper lobe-lung

RUQ




Right upper 

   quadrant-abdomen

RVH

Right ventricular

   hypertrophy

Rx

Take; therapy; prescription

s

Without

S

Sulfur or subjective

S3, s4

third, fourth heart sound

S&A

Sugar and acetone

S&P, OHI

Scaling & prophylaxis

   (cleaning) oral hygiene

   instructions

S/P

Status post

S/R

suture removal

SA

Sinoatrial

SAH

Subarachnoid hemorrhage

Sat

Saturation

SARRTP

Substance Abuse

   Residential Rehabilitation

   Treatment Program

SATP

Substance Abuse Treatment



   Program

SBE

Subacute bacterial

   endocarditis

SBO

Small bowell obstruction

Sc, sq

subcutaneous (ly)

SC I thru VI

Indicates the Dental



   Service-connected

   categories for eligible

   veterans

SCO

special constnat

   observation

SC/RP

scale and toot planning

SDAT

Senile dementia of 



   Alzheimer's type

SDH

Subdural hematoma

sed. rate

Erythrocyte sedimentation

   rate

seg.

Segmented neutrophil

Seq

Sequestrectomy

SGOT

Serum Glutamic Oxalacetic

   Transaminase

SGPT

Serum Glutamic Pyruvic



   Transaminase

SH

Social History; serum

   hepatitis

S.H.F.

Standard Heparin Flush

Shr

Shower

SI

Seriously ill

S-I joint

sacro-iliac joint

SIADH

Syndrome of inappropriate



   Antidiuretic hormone

sig.

Let it be labeled

SK

Streptokinase

S.L.

Under the tongue,

   sublingual

SLE

Systemic lupus

   erythematosus

SLR

Straight leg raising

SMA

Smooth muscle antibodies

SMR

submucous resection

SOAP

Subjective, Objective,

   Assessment, and Plan

SOB

Short of breath

sol.

Solution

solv.

Solvent

s.o.s.

May be repeated once if

   urgently required

spec.

Specimen

SPEP

Serum protein

   electrophoresis

sp.gr.

Specific gravity

sph

Spherical or spherical lens

SPS

stand-pivot-sit

Spt

Sputum

SRO

Seclusion room observation

ss. or Ss

One half

SS

Social Security

SSDB

Social security disability

   benefit

SSE

Soap suds enema

SSI

Social Security Income

ST

Speech Therapy

Staph

Staphylococcus

stat

Immediately

STD

Skin test done

STG

Split thickness graft or



   Short term goal

STH

Somatotrophic hormone



   (growth)

STS

Serological test for syphilis

STSG

Split thickness skin graft

Strep

Strptococcus; streptomycin

Sup

Supervision

Supp

Suppository

Surg., surg

Surgery or surgical

SV

Sacral vertebrae

SVG

Saphenous vein graft

SVT

supraventricular

   tachycardia

sympat.

Sympathetic

sympt.

Symptoms


T

Temperature

T      , T      , etc

First thoracic vertebra, 

Second thoracic vertebra,

etc.

T3

Triidothyronine

T4

Thyroxine

T&A

tonsillectomy and

   adenoidectomy

Tab(s)

tablet(s)

TAT

Tetanusantitoxin

TB

Tuberculosis

TBC

Tuberculosis

Tbsp.

Tablespoon

T.E.

Teeth extracted

TE

Tracheoesophageal

Temp

Temperature or



   Temporary

TENS

transcutaneous electrical

   nerve stimulation

TER

Transurethral

   electroresection

TG

Triglycerides

THA

Thyroid antibodies

TIA

Transient ischemic attack

TIBC

Total iron binding capacity

t.i.d.

Three times daily

Tinct.

Tincture

TKR

Total knee replacement

TL

Total laryngectomy

TLC

Total lung capacity

TM

Tympanic

TMJ

Temperomandibular joint

T.N.M.

Tumor, Nodes, Metastases



   (cancer staging)

TNT

Trinitrotoluene

TNTC

Too numerous to count

TO, T.O., T/O, t.o.

Telephone Order

Tol

tolerate(d)

TP

Total protein

TPI

Treponema pallidum

   immobilization

TPN

Total parenteral nutrition

TPR

Temperature, pulse,

   respiration

TR

tincture

Trach

Tracheostomy

Troch

Lozenge

TRP

Therapeutic root planning

   (dental)

TRRTP

Transitional Residence

   Rehabilitation Treatment

   Program

TRS




Therapeutic Recreation

   

   Service

TSF

Tricepts skin fold

TSH

Thyroid stimulating

   hormone

tsp.

Teaspoon

TT

Thymol turbidity, 

   tetanus toxoid

TTP

Tine test positive

TUR

Transurethral resection

TURBT

Transurethral resection



   of a bladder tumor

TURP

Transurethral resection



   of the prostate

TVC

Total vital capacity

Tx

Treatment

U

Unit

UA

Uric acid

U/A

Urinalysis

uCi

Microcurie

U.D.

Unit Dose

UE

Upper extremity

ug

Microgram

UGI

Upper gastrointestinal



   Series

ul.

Microliter

UL

upper left

ung

Ointment

Ur

Urinal

UR

upper right

U.R.I.

upper respiratory infections

Urol. Or urol

Urology and Urological

US

Ultrasound

U.S.P.

United States

   Pharmocopeia

UTI

Urinary tract infection

uU

Microunit

UV

Ultraviolet

V

Vision

VA

Visual acuity

Vag.

Vaginal

VBG

Venous blood gas

V.C.

Acuity of color vision

VC

vital capacity

VD

Venereal disease

VDRL

Venereal Disease Research

   Laboratory

Vent

ventilator

Vesic

A blister; vesicle

V.f.

Field of vision

VF

Vocal fremitus or



   Ventricular fibrillation

Vit.

Vitamin when followed by

   specific letter; ie. Vit. A

vit. cap.

Vital capacity

viz.

Namely

VO, V/O, v.o.

Verbal order

VPC's

Ventricular premature

   contractions

VR

Vocal resonance

v.s.

Vibration seconds

vs.

Against

Vs

Venisection

VS

Vital signs

VSD

Ventricular Septal Defect

V and T

Volume and tension 

   (of pulse)

VT

Ventricular tachycardia

Vt or Vet

Veteran

VTX

Vertex

VVRP

Vietnam Veteran's 



   Rehabilitation Program

VW

Vessel wall

w/

With

w/o

Without

WAIS

Wechsler Adult

   Intelligence Scale

WAIS-R

Wechsler Adult



   Intelligence Scale -



   Revised

Wass.

Wasserman

wbc

White blood cells

WBC

White blood count

w.c. or W/C

Wheel chair

WD, WN

Well-developed, 

   well-nourished

WF or W/F

White female

WFL

within functional limits

wk.

Weekly

WL

Wave length

WM or W/M

White male

WNL

Within normal limits

WPW

Wolff Parkinson-White

   Syndrome

Wt.




Weight

x

times

Xm

cross match

Xyl

Xylocaine

XRT

Radiation Therapy

Xs

Excess

Yo

year old

Zn

Zinc

ZnOPO4

Zincoxyphospate cement

ADMINISTRATIVE ABBREVIATIONS

A (code)

Assaultive

A&A

Aid and attendance

AABB

American Association



   Of Blood Banks

AC or A/C

Ambulatory Care

ACB

Associate / Acting Chief

    Nurse

A.C.B.S.W.

Accrediate Bachelors in

   Social Work

ACNS

Associate Chief, Nursing



   Service

ACNSE

Associate Chief, Nursing

   Service Education

ACOS

Associate Chief of Staff

ACP

American College of



   Physicians

ACS

Ambulatory Care Service

A.C.S.

American College of



   Surgeons

ADA

American Diabetes

   Association

A.D.A.

American Dental

   Association

ADC

Average daily census

ADD

Addendum

Adm.

Admission

AFIB

Armed Forces Institute of

   Pathology

A.H.A.

American Hospital

   Association

AI

Acting Intern

AIMS

ALOS

Average length of stay

AMA
Against medical advice;

   American Medical

   Association

AMIE

Automated Management

   Information Exchange

   System

ANA

American Nurses'

   Association

AO

Agent Orange

AOD

Admitting Officer of the

   Day

ART, A.R.T.

Accredited Records

   Technician

ASA

American Society of



   Anesthesiologists

ASCP

American Society of



   Clinical Pathologists

ASI

Addiction Severity Index

ASIH

Absent sick in hospital

ASP

Attending Staff Physician

ASU

Ambulatory Surgery Unit

AT

Attorney General

A.T.

Addiction Therapist

AWOL

Absent without official 



   leave

C&A's

Consultants and Attendings

C&P

Compensation and Pension



   or Credentialing and 



   Privledging

C.A.C.

Credential Alcoholics

   Counselor

CBOP

Community Based

   Outpatient Practice

CC

Career Conditional

CCC-AUD

Certificate of Clinical

   Competence - Audiology

CCC-SLP

Certificate of Clinical

   Competence - Speech /

   Language Pathology

CCS

Certified Coding Specialist

C.D.

Certified Dietician

CDI

Chronic Disease Index

CDRP

Chemical Dependency 



   Rehabilitation Program

CHAMPUS

Civillian Health and

   Medical Program of the

   Uniformed Services

CHAMPVA

Civillian Health and 



   Medical Program of the



   Veterans Administration

CHR

Consolidated Health

   Record

CMT
Certified Medical

   Transcriptionist

CNH

Contract or Community

   Nursing Home

C.N.S.



Clinical Nurse Specialist

COB




Close of Business

COS

Chief of Staff

C.P.H.Q.

Certified Professional

    In Healthcare Quality

CPRS



Computerized Patient






   Record System

CR

Cancer Registry

C.R.T.T.

Certified Respiratory

    Technician

C.S.W.

Certified Social Worker

C.T.T.S.

Certified Therapeutic

   Recreation Specialist

CWB

County Welfare Board

CWD

County Welfare

   Department

CY

Calender Year

D.A.A.

Domiciliary Administrative

   Assistant

DD

Direct Deposit

D.D.S.

Doctor of Dental Surgery

D.O.

Doctor of Osteopathy

DOA

Dead on Arrival

DOD

Department of Defense



   or Date of Discharge



   or Date of Death

D/S

Discharge Summary



   Or Discharge Status

DTC

Day Treatment Center

DVAVS

Department of Veterans



   Affairs Volunteer Service

E.C.F.

Extended Care Facility

EEO

Equal Employment

   Opportunity

e.g.

For example

EOD

Entrance on duty

EOM

End of month

EOY

End of year

EPRP

External Peer Review



   Program

Ext.

Extension

FCP

Fund Control Point

F.E.G.L.I.

Federal Employee Group



   Life Insurance

F.I.C.A.

Federal Insurance



   Contribution Act 

FLSA

Fair Labor Standards Act

FT

Fulltime

FTE

Fulltime equivalent

FTEE

Fulltime employee

   equivalent

FTPA

Fulltime permanent

   appointment

FTS
Federal

   Telecommunications

   System

FY

Fiscal year

G&L

Gains and Losses

GAF

Global Assessment 



   of Functioning

G.S.

General Schedule

GSA

General Services

   Administration

HAS

Health Administration

   Service

HIM

Health Information

   Management 

HBPC

Home Based Primary



   Care

HS

Hospital Summary

ICDA

International Classification

   of Diseases Adapted

ICD-9-CM

International Classification

   of Diseases - Clinical

   Modification

I.C.N.

Infection Control Nurse

i.e.

That is

IG

Inspector General

IRS

Internal Revenue Service

IS

Information Systems

JCAH

Joint Commission on



   Accreditation of

   Hospitals

K.T.

Kinesiotherapist

K.T.A.

Kinesiotherapy Assistant

LOA

Leave of Absence

LOS

Length of stay

LWOP

Leave without pay

M&R

Maintenance and Repair

MAA

Medical Administration



   Assistant

M.D.

Medical Doctor

Mgmt.

Management

MHC

Mental Hygiene Clinic

MIA

Missing in Action

M.I.T.

Medical Instrument

   Technician

M.O.D.

Medical Officer of the Day

MRC

Medical Records

   Committee

MSW

Medical Social Worker

N/V

next visit

N.A.

Nursing Assistant

NBC

Non-bed count

NCQA

National Committee

   Quality Assurance

NEC




Not Elsewhere Classifiable

NH

Nursing Home

NHCU

Nursing Home Care Unit

NOS

Not Otherwise Specified

N.P.

Nurse Practitioner

NSC

Non-service connected

NSG

Nursing

OD

Officer of the Day

OPM

Office of personnel

   Management

OPT
Outpatient or

   Outpatient Therapy

OPT/NSC

Outpatient Non-service

   connected

OPT/SC

Outpatient Service

   connected

OR or ON

Operative Report/Note

O.T.

Occupational Therapist

O.T.A.

Occupational Therapy

   Assistant

O.T.R/L

Occupational Therapist

   Registered and Licensed

OWCP



Office of Workers

   Compensation

P.A.

Physicians Assistant

P.A.P.

Patient's Assistance

   Program

PCG

Primary Care Group

PD

Position Description

PDR

Physician's Desk Manual

PG

Persian Gulf

Pharm. D.

Doctor of Pharmacy

PHE

Patient Health Education

PL

Public Law

PM&R

Physical Medicine and



   Rehabilitation 

PMR Therapist

Physical Medicine &

   Rehabilitation Therapist

PN

Progress Note

POW

Prisoner of War

P.T.A.

Physical Therapy Assistant

PTE

Peacetime Enlistment

PTF

Patient treatment file

PVAP

Prevocational

   Apprenticeship Program

QA

Quality assurance

QM

Quality management

R.D.

Registered Dietician

RDMS

Registered Diagnostic 

   Medical Stenographer

Reg.




Regulation

RIF

Reduction in Force

R.N.

Registered Nurse

ROI

Release of Information

R.P.A.

Registered Physicians

   Assistant

R. Ph.



Registered Pharmacist

R.P.T.



Registered Physical

   Therapist

R.R.A.



Registered Record

   Administrator

RT

Recreation Therapist or



   Radiologic Therapist

R.T.

Registered Therapist or 



   Recreation Therapist

RTD

Return to duty

RT®(CT)

Radiologic Technologist

   Registered Computed

   Tomography

S (Code)

Suicidal or Security

SAW

Spanish American War

SBA

Small Business Association

SC

Service connected

SF

Standard Form

SOAP

Subjective, Objective,

   Assessment, Plans

SSN (SS#)

Social Security Number

SW

Social Worker

S.W.A.

Social Work Associate

SWS

Social Work Service

T/A

Target allowance

Temp

Temporary

UR

Utilization Review

USC

United States Code

VA

Vetarans Administration

VAC

Veterans Administration

   Center

VACO

Veterans Administration

   Central Office

VAD

Veterans Administration

   Domiciliary

VAF

Veterans Administration

   Form

VAMC

Veterans Affairs 

   Medical Center

VAO

Veterans Affairs Office

VARO

Veterans Affairs 

   Regional Office

VE

Vietnam Era

VERA

Veteran's Equitable

   Resource Algorithm

VHA

Veteran's Hospital

   Administration

V.I.P.

Veteran's Industries

   Program

VISN



Veterans Integrated Service

   Network

VISTA

Veterans Health

   Information and Health

   Technology Architecture

V.R.S.

Vocational Rehabilitation

   Specialist

VT. Or Vet

Veteran

VTU

Veteran's Transition Unit

VVRP

Vietnam Veteran

   Readjustment Program

WC

Ward Clerk

WOC

Without compensation

WWI

World War I

WWII

World War II
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