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SCHOOL OF NUCLEAR MEDICINE TECHNOLOGY

NORTHPORT, NY  11768


TEL# 516-261-4400, EXT. 2014
PROGRAM DESCRIPTION:
The Northport Veterans Affairs Medical Center offers a two year, full time program in Nuclear Medicine Technology, consistent with the most modern advances in medical progress and teaching techniques.  The program is accredited by the Joint Review Committee on Educational Programs in Nuclear Medicine Technology and subscribes to the Essentials of Accreditation adopted by the American Medical Association.

The 24 month curriculum offers detailed experience in Nuclear Medicine Technology.  The student is exposed to newer imaging modalities such as SPECT scanning and PET, as well as a full range of In-Vitro Nuclear Medicine procedures.  The variety and number of procedures performed at the Northport VA Medical Center and its affiliates provide the student with a unique opportunity to learn and excel as a Nuclear Medicine Technologist.

Instruction is tutorial, didactic and practical.  The staff of qualified instructors is composed of medical, technical and nursing personnel.  The primary objective of this program is to produce technologists processing the intellectual and social facility to maintain high standards of patient care in nuclear medicine.

The didactic part of the NMT program is subdivided into two sections:  1) Didactic core courses, taught to all students in the School of Radiological Sciences, VAMC, Northport, NY.  Which include courses in Darkroom Chemistry and Procedures (film processing, Fundamentals of Radiological Sciences (Medical Ethics/Terminology), Patient Care (Nursing), Radiation Protection, General Physics, Anatomy and Physiology (Human Structure and Function, Radiographic Pathophysiology, special areas of Radiological Physics and 2) Didactic courses for students in Nuclear Medicine Technology Program at VAMC, Northport, NY which include:  General Chemistry, Radionuclide Chemistry/Radiopharmaceuticals and Quality Control, In-Vivo Nuclear Medicine Technology, In-Vitro Nuclear Medicine Technology, Therapeutic Radionuclides, Nuclear Instrumentation, Statistics, Radiobiology, Nuclear Physics, Introduction to Computer Science, Computer Applications in Nuclear Medicine, Records & Administration procedures, In-Vivo NMT Practical Applications Projects and case presentation.

Students obtain practical clinical experience by rotation through VAMC, Nuclear Medicine Service, SUNY Stony Brook, University Hospital, Nuclear Medicine Department and NCMC, East Meadow, Nuclear Medicine Department in specialized assignments covering all aspects of Nuclear Medicine. 

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS:
Applicants must be 18 years of age and are required to have an accredited high school diploma or its equivalent.  Mathematics  through the 11th year and Science courses, including Chemistry and Physics are strongly recommended.  It is recommended that these courses be taken at the  community college level if they were not taken in high school to supplement the record.  Since our enrollment is limited to 7 students per year, selected on a competitive basis, careful consideration is given to applicants' educational background as well as their exposure to Nuclear Medicine Technology and the Health Care Field itself.

All applicants are required to make formal application, using the form in the back of this brochure, no later than May 1 for the class which will begin the following July.  Each complete application must include a $20.00 non-refundable application fee.  This fee must be in the form of a money order made payable to the School of Radiological Sciences.  Applicants are also required to take an entrance examination, submit a copy of your high school diploma, submit an official high school transcript, submit official college transcript(s) (if applicable), and three (3) letters of recommendation.

Applications are accepted throughout the year for the class which will commence the following July.  Those who have completed the application requirements and are being considered for acceptance will be notified to appear for a personal interview with the Admissions Committee of the school which are conducted in April and May of each year.  Applicants shall be notified in writing by the Admissions Committee of either their acceptance to the Program with the relevant registration information, or non-acceptance with information on submission of application to a future class.

COST OF ATTENDANCE:
A tuition of $750.00 per year shall be charged.  Tuition shall be collected in $375.00 installments to be collected at the time of registration and the start of each subsequent semester.  Payment must be in the form of money order made payable to the School of Radiological Sciences.  Tuition shall not be refunded under any circumstances.

Students shall be provided with a list of required textbooks and materials needed for the 24-month Program.  The cost of textbooks, uniforms, and incidental materials is estimated to be approximately $1200.00.  There are no dormitory facilities available, reliable transportation and housing needs are the responsibility of the student.  Additionally, students must purchase and maintain their own student malpractice/liability insurance policy while attending the Program.

The school hours are from Monday through Friday, 8:00am - 4:00pm (or 5:00) each day.  These hours shall not be altered to suit individual needs, so plan accordingly.

TECHNICAL STANDARDS:

Students must be able to perform duties related to:

* Assist in the lifting and/or moving sick and injured patients.
* Standing for long periods of time, bending, walking, lifting, etc.

* Moving and/or adjusting nuclear medicine equipment.

* Maintain awareness of the patients status and condition.

* Exhibit manual dexterity.

PROFESSIONAL CERTIFICATION:
Upon successful completion of the Nuclear Medicine Technology Program, each student shall receive a diploma.  The certificate which is conferred upon the student qualifies the  student to take the examination of the American Registry of Radiologic Technologist and the Nuclear Medicine Technology Certification Board .  Also, Registered Technologist are eligible for active membership in the Society of Nuclear Medicine and the Society of Nuclear Medicine Technologist Section.

TRANSFER/CREDIT POLICY:

The Program does not have a transfer and/or credit policy.  All students entering the Program are required to complete the entire 24 month curriculum.

DOCUMENTS REQUIRED:
 * Completed Application to the School of Nuclear Medicine Technology.

 * Signed Technical Standards Policy. (enclosed)

 * An official High School transcript or GED certificate.

 * A photocopy of your High School Diploma.

 * Any and all official college transcripts (if applicable).

 * Copies of pertinent certifications, i.e., EMT, CPR, military service citations and/or 
discharge records, other medical training, etc.  

 * Three (3) letters of recommendation.

 * $20.00 non-refundable application fee (money order only) made payable to the 
School of Radiological Sciences.

***DEADLINE FOR SUBMITTING APPLICATION IS MAY 1***
SUGGESTED PREPARATION:
The satisfactory completion of the following college level courses would enhance your qualifications for admission to the Northport V.A. School of Nuclear Medicine Technology:

 * Chemistry

 * Anatomy and Physiology

 * Basic Technical Math:  Algebra, Geometry

 * Biology

 * General Physics

We suggest that you volunteer at any hospital in their Nuclear Medicine Technology Department to familiarize yourself with the field.

You are invited to call in advance for an appointment to visit our program and the Nuclear Medicine Department after the application is submitted.

MISCELLANEOUS:

The School of Nuclear Medicine Technology at the Northport V.A. Medical Center does not discriminate on the basis of race, creed, age, national origin, disability, sexual orientation or marital status in the recruitment of students, faculty, or staff, as specified by federal and state regulations.  Each candidate must be able to meet the admission requirements, including the technical standards regarding the physical demands that allied health professionals are required to perform.

If you have further questions, please write or call the School of Nuclear Medicine Technology at:


NORTHPORT V.A. MEDICAL CENTER


School of Nuclear Medicine Technology (632/153)


79 Middleville Road


Northport, NY  11768-2290


Tel# (631) 261-4400, Ext. 2013, 2014, 7349

CURRICULUM                                               




HOURS
Orientation & Introduction to Nuclear Medicine             



32

Technology         

Didactic Core Courses - School of Radiological Sciences
Darkroom Chemistry & Procedures                            



16

(Film Processing)

Fundamentals of Radiologic Sciences                        



48

(Medical Ethics/Terminology)

Patient Care (Nursing)                                     




20

Radiation Protection                                       




22

General Physics                                            




36

Anatomy & Physiology                                       




94

(Human Structure and Function)   

Radiographic Pathophysiology                               




30

Special Areas of Radiological Physics                      



30

Didactic Nuclear Medical Technology Program Courses
General Chemistry                                          




30

Radionuclide Chemistry/Radiopharmaceuticals                



60

Quality Control

In-Vivo Nuclear Medicine Technology                      



218

In-Vitro Nuclear Medicine Technology                       



36

Therapeutic Radionuclides                                  




10

Nuclear Instrumentation                                    




50

Statistics                                                 



 

6

Radiobiology                                               





23

Nuclear Physics                                            




30

Introduction to Computer Science                           




10

Computer Applications in Nuclear Medicine                  



20

Records & Administrative Procedures                        



10

In-Vivo NMT Practical Application Projects                



18

Case Presentations                                         




24

Clinical Practicum Courses

Separate courses are taught and evaluated by Technologist supervisors for 24 months:  16 months at VAMC, Northport, 4 months at SUNY, University Hospital, Stony Brook and 4 months at NCMC, East Meadow.

                                                           





2256

Nuclear Medicine Technology-Spring Symposium-Society     

of Nuclear Medicine                                          




40

(Required Attendance)

