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NEW YORK VA HARBOR HEALTHCARE SYSTEM
Welcome to the FALL 2000 issue of the New York VA VIST INSIGHT newsletter.  This newsletter provides information about happenings in the VIST program, the medical center campuses and the community.  Please feel free to contact Maija Paegle or myself with any questions, comments, ideas or suggestions:
Bill Kallenberg, CSW, VIST Coordinator

212-951-6849

Maija Paegle, CSW, VIST Coordinator

718-567-4083

GUILD NET

You or your family/ friends may be interested in a new long- term Medicaid managed program that is specially developed for blind and visually impaired individuals.

You do not need to be a veteran or legally blind to participate. Guild Net, which is affiliated with Jewish Guild for the Blind, coordinates all care.  You may keep your own physician and continue to get services at the VA. Services include transportation, dentistry, home care, and necessary equipment such as canes, wheelchairs, glucometers and blind aids. For more information, call Guild Net's member services representative at 212-769-7855

     BROOKLYN CORNER
CLINIC/VIST OFFICE MOVE

All Brooklyn VA primary care clinics have moved to the new building (next to the main building) as well as the Eye clinic and VIST office. The new VIST room number is room 7-754 around the corner from the Eye clinic on the 1st floor. I have the same phone number. Please ask the Eye clinic clerk to direct you to my office.

Please note that the main entrance to the medical center has moved to the new clinic building. Staff at the information desk can direct you or get and escort for you.

See you in the new building!

Maija

ACCESS-A-RIDE

Most of you know that the Access-A-Ride program is available for the transportation of persons who cannot use the public bus/subway system. Rides are available for visits to the store, to see friends, to get to concerts as well as medical appointments. The application process takes about 6 weeks to complete. You can call the program at 1-877-337-2017 or come to the VIST office to get an application. Please let me know if you have difficulty in getting pictures taken for the application. Brooklyn Medical Media staff has offered to help.
TELL ME SERVICE

I just tried out a new free interactive service, which can give you information about restaurants, movies, and transportation like cab services, weather, news, sports and other topics. You call 1-800-555-8355 and follow the

easy to use voice menus. You can follow the questions to find the needed information and the service can even connect you to a specific restaurant. You can only make one request each time you call and you have only two minutes to find the information and speak with the restaurant or other service before the call ends.

Give it a try!

MANHATTAN CORNER

Annual Vist Review

It's that time again...October is the month that I start contacting veterans to schedule their annual vist review.  Simply put, the review is the interview that I do to find out how you are adjusting to blindness as well as to get you examinations like an eye exam, hearing test and physical if needed. Some veterans just see me, and other veterans get all exams done on one day.  Be on the alert for my call or letter about this. You can call me to schedule a review.

VIST Support Group Bowling

The VIST support group has started a bowling program for support group members. We have gone bowling

twice at the Associated Blind.  Everyone who has gone has had a good time and looks forward to bowling again. These outings are currently available to support group members.

Bill

DO You Have a VA Debt?

If you owe money to the VA for medication co payments or medical care co payments the VA can now recover money by collecting from VA benefits and from Social Security benefits. The veteran would receive the first $750 from their check and up to 15% of the amount above $750 could be with held to pay off the debt. Other benefits that can be affected include military retirement, federal salary, and federal retirement pay, railroad retirement and income tax refunds. This program is scheduled to begin in the spring of 2001.

Blind Annuity 

You may have heard that the New York State Blind Annuity was approved for passage by NYS Senate and was signed into law. The increase will raise the annuity to $83.33 per month and is scheduled to start with the October check. If you get the Blind Annuity and

improved VA pension, any increase will result in a reduction of VA pension dollar for dollar. If you receive

Pension from before 1979 you may be able to get the annuity without it affecting your VA pension. 

If you get Medicaid an increased annuity will result in a larger budget and monthly surplus to pay out-which would not be a benefit to you. If you have questions about how the increase would affect your situation-please call Maija or Bill.

COMPUTER USERS GROUP

Have you completed the Computer Access Training program at West Haven? Would you like to be in contact with other blind veterans with computer knowledge?

We are trying to put together a computer user support network for our veterans. Please call Maija or Bill to express your interest and find out more about the network.

IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS

VA HOTLINE


      800-827-1000

NYC REGIONAL OFFICE  212-807-7229

SOCIAL SECURITY

 800-772-1213

BLINDED VETS ASSOC
 212-807-3173

HRA HOTLINE


 877-472-8411

DEPT FOR THE AGING
 212-442-1000
Network 3 Dial A Nurse 800-877-6976
